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EDITORIAL 

During the summer of last year, many of the Amertcan science fic­
tion magazines seemingly suddenly noticed UFOs, and there was a mad 
scramble as the pulps, some of them highly respected by their elite 
readers, sought to conquer what their publishers felt might be a ripe 
market. 

l 

As your editor could have told most of the publishers, the saucer­
reading market may be ripe (as a matter of fact you might say some 
surpass this, and approach decay) but it is not what could be properly 
termed a "buying" one. This many UFO editors, including this one, haw 
found out the hard way. 

But at any rate the trend--undoubtedly started after one well­
written entry, FANTASTIC UNIVERSE, had success with its most care�lly 
thought out material-�began, and picked up momentum after the contro­
versial and carefully watched ESFA flying saucers meeting a year ago. 
Suddenly, "flying saucers'� invaded the newsstands, through the science 
fiction periodicals, .·0me of which will be discussed here. 

This is intriguing. For as much as three years, this writer and 
the former Research Director of the North Jersey UFO Group in Morris­
town, tried to convince felloN Jerseyite John W .  Campbell, Jr., of the 
validity of the UFOs, end the worth of publishing some material about 
them, only to meet with �n interested reception but nonetheless blank 
pages in l1is topnotch SF publication, ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION. 
Ironically, ASTOUNDING today remains one of the few holdouts who have 
not run special UFO material, while most of the others have! 
-Your edi tor and Allan Howard, Director of the Eastern Science Fic­
tion Association, had similar interests. He is utterly devoted to 
science fiction, and interested in UFOs: I, the opposite. There was 
enough overlap to prompt a discussion of the possibility of combining 
the two. Both of us realized there wouJ.d have to be the utmost 
c�ution exercised in an y s�ch endeavors, or els e both of us would find 
our selves blackballe d in BOTH fi elds! 

Science fiction has, for years, fought a long, hard, uphill battle 
for recognition as a legitimate art form spawned by great writers and 
technical geniuses. �fuile some of tho public may feel it has still not 
yet arrived, nonethelesz good s-f has solidly entrenched itself not 
only in new8stand reading, but in numerous novels, anthologies, radio, 
television, and the motion picture (in a ve:��Y few good examples). But 
the s·�f fans and writers have what could be described as a not-too 
surprising--in fact quite understandable--sort of chip on their collec­
tive shoulder, a by-product of the years of defense. 

Now tho Ufol.ogists have become extremely sensiti ve about admitting 
that they read, like, or in some cases have even heard of science 
fiction, for fear they'll be accused of merely continuing that interet 
without k nowing when fiction ends an d possible fact begins. 

But Messrs. Howard and Munsick bravely plunged in, armed with a 
healthy respect both for science f iction and flying saucers. Even the 
UFOs were beginning to appear in print in both fiction and non-fiction 
work s. At the same time that sci-fi was being lauded in a prominent 
news magazine (sec NEWSV�EK for 4 March 1957, discussed in UFO NEWS­
LETTER #?) a new novel about the Vatican was published: "The Keys of 
St. Peter," which had recently been translated from a french original. 
Early in the work, the training of a new Catholic priest was being 
summarized, and our· friends the UFOs popped up in a most startling 
manner: 

"One of the Vatican monsignori, a fanatical Latinist • • •  proposed to 
make Latin a living tongue, capable of expressing anything whatsoever: 
at >.ls first lecture t:1.o abbe' took a moment to realize that in speak­
ing of clipeis �rdentibus, nflying saucers" were signified; however, 



he wa s soon taking par t in a publ ic deba te discussing , in C ic eronian 2 
s entence s, the a scent of Mount Evere st . "  

· 

Even wor ks pre sente d  a s  publ ic a t ions of non-fic ti on t o tal ly dis­
conne c te d  with saucers fo und them sne ak ing in� At nearly the same 
t ime , e arly summe r  1957, a d iscussion of the p sychic inte re st s  of o ur  
grea t  pre sident Abraham Linc oln app eare d, in a book ent itle d " Abraham 
Linc oln Re turns, " by Harri e t  She l t on . The d iscussi on , involving a 
me d ium, c onc luded tha t " • • •  the r e c e nt manife st a t i ons of the se thing s 
c a lled fl ying sauc e rs are some sp iri tua l e ffor t to make men se e there 
is a power beyond thi s  wo rld . . . the re will be many charla tans, much 
nonsense , but behind i t  t he re i s  a l iving real ity . "  

The outgrowth of our d iscussion s wa s a c aut ious, high-leve l  but 
i n:�rma l ESFA me e ti ng ( wid e ly rep o rted through this pub l ic ation and 
o ther s) which a pparent ly appe ared t o  some sc i- fi publ i sh er s  t o  be a 
g re e n  l ight t o  en ter the sauc er p ic t ure . 

The problem wa s tha t the se publ ishe r s  and the i r  ed it or s, f or the 
m o st par t ,  d id no t observe the same c au t ion . Some of the entr ie s  we re 
a ppa l l ing. 

The August i ssue of S PACE SC IENCE FIC T I ON bore a startl ing cover 
showing very ne arl y  a c ar bon c opy of Adam sk i's " Venusian Scout Ship" 
c ir c l ing high abo ve a f ar-away e a rth, surrounded w i th what appe a rs to 
be flaming ga s. It c a rr ie d  the le gend " Flying Saucers  Do Exist , "  
ind ic a t ing tha t a fa c t -a rt icle a pp eared insi de , wh ich would support 
the actual e x istenc e of "flyin g sa uc e rs" • • •  wha tever they are . The 
c ontent s pa ge also showed the t op l ist ing a s  " Flying Saucers Do Exist " 
by Steve Fra z e e . Be ginning on page 2 ,  the sub j e ct wo rk ran 46 page s . 
But it t ook a t  le a st sever a l  of the 46 t o  re al ize the o therwise unmarM­
e d  art ic l e  wa s, i n  fa c t , fi ct i onn 

In the Septembe r i ssue of FANT AST IC SC IENCE FICT ION , an art ic l e  
en tit l e d  " Sauc e rt S auc e r !, wa s bi l le d  a s  po ssibly "An Answer to the 
UFO R iddle ? "  This 9-pa ge " ar t i c l e " a l so turne d out to be a fic t ion 
work , and i t  t oo wa s not e a si l y re c o gni zable a s  such unt il the end , 
a l though i t  appe a r ed to be ra ther oddly-wri tten news ma teria l . B o th 
of the se maga zine s,  perhap s  no t int enti ona lly , ha d used wha t  c ould be 
a he a lthy trend a s  a f lye r to a t tra c t  spo t  sa le s, and in so do ing di d 
a d ist inc t disservic e  to both uro l o gy a �d sc i ence fi c t ion. 

One of the m o st wide l y.-ant i ci pa te d  and de eply disappointing en�­
rie s wa s tha t promi se d  e a rl y  la st ye a r, when the August 1957 issue of 
A MAZING ··�aR IES a ppe a red on the newsstands.  AMAZING appe ars under the 
a egis of Zi ff-Da vi s, 9 promi nen t  a nd  o the rwise -r e spe cted publ ishing 
f irm whi ch inc lud e s among i ts o the r ent rie s the re spe c ted and wide ly­
c ircul a t e d  avia t i on mag azi ne , FLYING . 

The August i ssue bo re a fi rst -page edi t or ial announci ng that the 
O c tober issue would " be one of t he mo st important ever t o  hit the 
newss tands" b e c ause half of that "bo ok" wo uld be d evoted to what the 
e dit orial mo de stly t e r�me d " an exhaustive fac tual inquiry" int o  UFOs. 

The re ade r fam il iar wi th t he saucer field should have be en warned ,  
upon r e ading further :  c ont ributor s t o  the i ssue inc lude d Ray Pa lmer , 
f o rmer he a d  of AMAZI NG, now edi t or-publ ishe r of FLYING S AUCERS FR OM 
OTHER WORLDS ( about whom--and whi ch--more la t e r) and Richard Shaver 
( with an arti c l e p re t ent i o usl y t i tl e d  " I  wro te About Them Fir s t �). 

But wha t should be remembere d is tha t the maj ori ty of the reade r s  
o f  AMAZING were not fam il iar with sauc e rdom. This--we should think-­
should have be en the purpo se of the wo rk; to a c qua int sc i-f i re a de rs 
with sauce rs .  Ye t to me i t  appe ared obvious tha t the maga z ine ' s  pub­
l ishe r s  we re in tere sted in no thing more sensible tha n se ll ing a few 
extra c o p ie s  to some saucer fans, a nd thus perhap s g e t t ing them inter­
e sted in scie nce f ic ti on. 

Anyway by the time the expe cted issue arr ived (la ter t han promised) 
t he r e a der found tha t o the r c ont ributo rs in addi t ion to "Raymondn Pa l­
mer and Shaver we re Gra y  Ba rke r ,  Re verend Neal Harvey , radio engine e r  
Ol ive r  Fe rre l l ,  and a Ma ry Grabkowi c z . 



Pa l me 1., and Arno ld, although we ll-known in the s auc �r fie ld- 3 
but Arno ld him s e lf up unt il now a remarkably si lent man for year s -­
add e d  l it tle but verb o s e  c ontradic t ion t o  the a r t i c le s .  Shaver ' s  
" c ontribut ionn wo uld s erve onl y t o  repe l s e a s one d s aucer-foll owers and 
c onfuse new readers , who f ind saucers  d iff icult enough a subj e c t  a l one 
without such showy, unne c e s sary ,  and fa ir ly dis c red i te d  Shaver ian 
the or ie s  a s  tho s e  about the "Dero s . "  Happil y, Shaver d id not enter 
hi s priva t e  re a lm s  of exi s tence in hi s ar t ic le . Ind e ed , about all he 
di d d o  wa s f il l  s ix page s with his t ori ca l  c a s e s ,  p lug s for AtffiZING , 
a nd vague refe renc e s to Shave r 's own a lleged " inven t i ons " of ac ce ler­
a t e d  ions , j e t -expul s i on ( s ic ) , and pr opul s ive force s including mag­
ne t i sm ,  ant i-gra vi t y ,  an d ion- and pho t on-dr ive s .  To back hi s s t ori �, 
Sha ver men t ions his Pa lme r-cam p  c r one , Kenne th Arno l d, s ay ing "How 
c ould I ha ve de sc ribe d Kenneth Arno ld ' s s aucers in a dvanc e ,  unle s s  I 
knew? Espe c ia lly the ' s auce r' appearanc e ,  whi ch appears nowhere in 
o ld e r  r e c or ds ?n The unm it iga t e d  ga ll of such sta tements is so obvi ou s  
i t  ha rdl y be ars c omme nt . And the audac ious s tupid i ty o f  the log ic in­
volved is man ife s t .  

Again, i t  would appear tha t AMAZING ' s  entry wa s ano ther s ale -grab­
b i ng a tt empt , hand le d  p o or l y  by inc ompe tent and no t t oo reputable 
wr i ter s . Inde ed, th is wo u ld s e em b o rne out by the c orre spond ence 
pr int ed in the January an d Fe brua 1� is sue s . It se eme d  obvi ous to thi s 
reader a t  l ea s t  that tho se le tters  from s c ience f ic t ion re aders were 
c ri t i c a l ,  while only a f e w  nne wn re aders - after a ll not the pr oper 
obj e c t  of t he art ic le s - we re a ppro va l  in the ir t one . Inde e d ,  one 
wri ter e ven went s o  fa r as to note the s im ila r it y  be twe en AMAZING and 
it s co-runner, FANT AST I C ,  and t o  deplore the c ompar is on: 

" You ins tal l ' The Spac e C lub ' ;  Hamling ( e d it or of FANTASTIC ) turns 
around and put s in 'The C o sm ic Pen Club . ' Pa lme r head s off for flying 
s a uc e r  s tuff ;  you and B il l  fo llow him blindly with f lying sauc er 
c over s  • • •  y ou had ( ar t ist Edward) Va l igursky do a si mi lar cover t o  one 

• • •  on IMAGINAT IVE TALES." The re ader , obvious ly a fan , a c cu s e d  the 
e d it o rs of be ing afra id to a c t  on the ir own. 

C e r t ainl y  the wo rs t ent r y  was the cont inuing trash a c c umula t i on 
which--and he re aga i n  i s  the wor s t  part of i t  all --i s  di s tribut e d  
wi dely on news s tand s  a c ro s s  the country ( the only a ll-saucer maga zi ne · 
s o  hand led ); FLYING SAUCER S FROM OT HER WORLDS, which is put out by the 
above -mentioned R ay Pa lme r .  Pa lmer ha d origina t ed his ma gaz ine a s  
OT HER W ORLDS, a �,, WJ...-� ·�·· - · , The n it be came an al terna t ive thing, a s  
de s cribe d in an ear l ie r  iosu e o f  UFO NEWSLE TTEH: FLYI NG SAUCERS one 
is sue , OTHER WORLDS, fe a t uring scien c e  fic t ion, the ne xt . Now, much 
t o  the re lief , no doubt;, of the s c ience f ic t ion fans , it ha s tota lly 
dr oppe d  the s c i-f i  ma terial, and is c ons is tent in publis hing poorly 
wr it ten,  e d ite d ,  compos e d, res e arche d , and pr int e d  ma t e r ia l  on fly ing 
s a uc e rs . 

The sub je c t  o f  s auc e rs ,  of cour s e ,  is no t tota lly s trange t o  t he 
page s of many sc ience fic t ion pub li c a ti ons . The fo i l  form it s e l r  ha s 
be en generally cons idere d  an ide al one long be fnre UFOs be cam e  a pop­
ular or even unpopular subje c t  fo r di scus s i on .  " Spa c e shi ps " in many 
forms ,  includ ing tho s e  now p inne d onto the d onkey ' s  ta il of ' flying 
s auce r s ' have been f e a tur ed in many a romant ic spa c e  s aga , dur ing the 
pa s t  two- s c ore y e ars . And , a s  shown in John W .  C a mpbe ll ' s  early ­
vint age ( e arly f or UFOs i f  no t s c i-f i) e d itorial the actual subje c t  of 
s auc e rs wa s trea ted with s ober pa s s ing int ere s t . There are e ven a few 
is o l a t e d  c a s e s  of such inte r e s t  shown by compe tent wr iter s who ' ve 

woven the id e a  of s a ucers int o  a sci-fi or fanta sy t a le . But genera l ­
ly , the sub j e ct ha s no t be en one t o o  we ll re ce ive d by ( 1) sc ience 
fi c t i on rcnco't"'�, ( 2) s c ience f ict ion publ ishe rs , and mo s t  of all up to 
now , (3) s c ie nce f ic tion ""··�.-l�:)r�. 

I t  wa s thus s omewha t s urpris ing t o  find, in the De cember i s sue of 
WR ITER ' S  DIGEST ,  �-1 artic le not on ly about the my s teri ous UFOs , but 



about one of their most conse�vative, respected, and articulate 4 
protagonists, Coral Lorenzen!' editor of APRO BULLETIN. And, in one 
of those mysterious tricks which seemingly can only happen in a trade 
magazine (WRITER' S DIGEST is� obviously, a magazine not for public 
consumption, but for t he professional writer), sandwiched precisely in 
the middle of the Loren�en 3rticle (a condensation appears elsewhere) 
was another piece, running less than a page, which nonetheless was the 
highly-touted cover article, titled "Where does Science Fiction End 
and Reality Begin?" by August Derleth, a prolifi c writer with 80 books 
to his credit. 

Sci-fi fans have attncked WRITER'S DIGEST's claim that Derleth is 
"the world's best selling scienco fiction writer," and with some just­
ification� This clai m  is brightly splashed across the startling cover 
of the magazine, and appears nlso after Derleth's name at the top of 
the article� While it may be of little import to say so, it is per­
haps best to point out that this is a misleading statement at least, 
inasmuch as it does not mean ni1at it says. The fact is, Derleth is 
one of. the v.rorld's be3t :Jelling writers, and part of his writings • • •  

part of' his "80 books p-u.blished.? 23 in progress" have been science 
fiction, but he is not a sci0nce-fiction writer per se. 

Nonetheless, Derleth has brought to his si ngle page a remarkably 
helpfu l defense (if such still be needed) for scie nce fic ti on, in our 
modern world) and for a healthy interest among sci-f i writers in UFOs: 

"The atomic age introduced the nuclear age and this has given way 
to the age of space .... all within fifteen years! Meanwhile, the domain 
of science-fiction has bo��ded beyond the limitations of Euclidian 
geometry into an expanding universe where a straight line if extended 
becomes a curve an d parallel lines meet. Euclid holds true only for 
stationary or } .. ow speed object s. 

"The writer of science ficti on • . •  has it increasingly within his 
power to prepare readex�s for space concepts of tomorrow." 

What appeared might become a standing order of t he day in the sci­
fi publishing game turned out to be nothing more than a passing flair, 
here today and gone--probably even regretted--tomorrow. The interest 
in flying saucers as a legitimate field of study, of non-fiction im­
portance, petered out and left only faithful old Stefan Santesson 
trodding a long with his generally high-level publishing. 

FANTASTIC UNIVERSE has remained� fantastically enough, fairly 
level-headed and co nservati ve in its approach to the subject, albeit 
not as conservative as c.Tohn Cnmpbe11,. With one or t wo unfortunate 
exceptions, Santesson's selections have come mostly from intelligent 
writers with a gift of cornmon ser..se, logic, ability to distinguish 
that which is factual and � id�ng, plus the necessary requisite of 
being able to w1 ... i te sensi bl;y· and comprehensibly. 

FU's series continues, a�d it increasingly includes discussion­
type material, includ ing thoughtfu l treatises on UFOs both pro and con 
although it is still extremely diffic ult to f ind anyone who can speak 
-or wri te--·intelligently against the UFOs o FU deserves applause from 
both the science fiction and the flying saucer wor lds • • • plus a silent 
prayer that it will remain on the straight and level course! 

It is because of the editor's quiet thanks for this only sane 
contribution on the subject to appear regularly on the nation's news­
stands, that we are espe cially prou0 to present herein not only 
material digested and rewritten from that originally inked in FANTAS­
TIC UNIVERSE, but also a special article about Santesson's reasoning 
and personal :.:tde·a's· ·on the S'L}bjec�., w�it;ten e,specially f.or publication 
in thi s spec i a 1 ·edi��tf o.n · o'f: 'tWO NEWSLETTER.· . : _ - :; ' . :·: :. 

To sum up, it appear·s th-o t the ·rloble··: exper'i:ment ·of ·1.956-57 made by 
ESFA, FU, CSI, NJUFOG, a!nd .others was merely that. I t  produced cer­
tain and very definite res'tJ.lts·, some good, s ome bdd. The best thing 
to be done now is to continue to keep abreast of science, fiction, and 



fact, especially that part of fact that is Ufology, and that part � 
of "saucerdom" which is :1deed fact. Too, we should enjoy both SF 
and FS ••• with the signs rf caution and courage combined in the rear of 
our crania. 

I say nenjoy" because it should not be forgotten for one moment, 
as has been pointed out in this issue by science fi ction boosters far 
abler than I, that science fi cti on is to be enjoyed. Also I feel most 
stro�gly t hat the reader must keep his sense of humor while perusing 
the treacherous canyons and cliffs of saucerdom, or else he will find 
himself believing, or at least taking serious, everything he reads • • •  

than which nothing could be more dangerous! And, of course, there are 
outside jokes or humorous i terns, r·�_rected at Ufology from the "outside 
world," some of which are only funny, others indicative of a larger 
knowledge. J ust for example, take two recent cartoon appearances of 
saucers: The first a single cartoon by Tom Tomlinson which appeared 
in the same edition of the SATURDAY EVENING POST which, ironically, 
contained an artjcl e  about their writer, John Martin, who nearly 
wrecked NICAP. It shows a vast golf course, with a typical saucer 
on a knoll, near some trees. In the foreground stands--obviously-­
Dwight D. Eisenhower, about ready to tee off, accompanied by two 
burly gentlemen undoubtedl y portraying Secret Service men. And appea� 
ing before the President is a creature from some unknown planet, 
crying "Take us to your leader!" 

The second interesting rf )renee is from, appropriately enough, a 
science-fiction cartoon strip which runs regularly in hundreds of A mer­
ican newspapers, dealing �ith the adventures of an earth-boy who is 
friendly with beingo from other worlds that fly around in saucerlike 
craft. As their craft approaches Earth, the extra-terrestrial girl 
says she doesn't understand t he Americans she hears on her radio, but 
the Ame rican boy, "Punch,n readily does, when he hears nDelta One to 
control. 0 olocked on to bogey at eight thousand • • •  over • • •  " and then 
the reply, "Control to Delta One., • •  orders are to observe closely but 
don't fire unless attacked .... over • • •  " Punch tells his superior, a man 
named Sayden, that t he planes are interceptor jets, closing in for 
observation, and Sayden says nrncrease the energy field • • •  that 'll give 
'em a shoc k�" Then appears the commentary which was s ure to raise the 
eyelids of any Ufologist: :'Incidents have occurred before when planes 
have attacked saucers" • •  always with disastrous results for the planes 

• • •  WHAT WIT...JL HAPPEN THIS TIME?n What interest in the creators of this 
"comic strip has lead to such sn inclusion? Like any good science 
fictionists, they keep up with vital fields in Which a story lead 
might appear, and certainly Ufology is such a f ield. They should be 
congratulated for presenting it, at least t o  date, in such a sensi ble 
manner. 

All of which goes to shov1 that UFOs are to some extent accepted by 
the American public today� �n at least one newspaper in which the 
above cartoon strip appeared, another one, carrying a humorous story 
about a stranded extraterrestrial (an odd mixture of bird, f ish, and 
man) is running. This is pure: harmless humor, but significant if 
only by its appearan ce alone. 

Science fiction, toov is Rccepted by the public • • •  whether it knows 
it or not! Otherwise the many short stories, occasi onal television 
and film plays, and countless items such as these cartoons, would not 
appear in markets that are gov erned solely on whethe r the public will 
"go" f'or it. 

So, remember that while both science fictionists and Ufologists 
may be treading on dangerous ground, they can pass the fragile test, 
if each uses com mon sense and caution, end keeps one eye always glued 
to the future .. 



vVHAT 

SClENCE 

IS THIS THING CALLED 

FtCTION by .. � l lan Howard 

8 

S ome y e ar s  back a c e r ta in prom inent lay f igure in s c ienc e f ic t ion 
wa s talking to one of it s e d it or s . The fan , who wa s a t  the same t ime 
s -f ' s  m ost enthus ia s ti c boos ter and s evere s t  crit i c , wa s tak ing the 
e ditor t o  t a s k  for h is poor cho i c e  in s t or ie s . "B ut , "  prote st e d  the 
e ditor , "you are an exc e ption , you ' re a fan.. We want t o  s e ll mo re 
ma ga z ine s .  We want to appe a l  to the man in the stre e t ,  the housewife , 
the truc k dr iver . By the way , wha t  do you d o  f or a l iving? " 

The fan , who him s e lf l a ter went on to edit a s -f magaz ine truth­
ful ly an swere d ,  " I 'm a truck dri ver . "  

The ed it or wa s a membe r  of tha t s cho ol of editor ial thought wh os e 
war - c ry had be en " take the s c ie nc e  out of s c ie nc e  ficti on . "  What 
the s e  pro p onent s do not s e em t o  r e al ize , i s  that s -f without sci e nc e  
is n o  longer s -f .  The man in the s tre e t  is a t trac t e d t o  s c ienc e f ic ­
t ion be c aus e it promis e s  s ome thing d ifferent . If he want s  more r oman­
t ic a dven ture , or " re a l is t ic " s t orie s he can ge t them in any of the 
general f ic t ion maga zine s an d f ind them be t t er than any wat ere d down 
s c ie nc e  f ic t ion ,  supp o s e dly de s igne d t o  appe a l  t o  him .  

Sc ienc e  f ic tion fans have fought a n  uphill bat tle f or thirty ye ar s  
t o  ge t the genre and them s e lve s  a c c e p te d  seriously by the pre s s  and 
general publ ic . It is a "f amily joke " in s- f c ir c le s that the fir s t  
a c t  of the har dy fan of ye st erday , upon buying a s -f maga zine , wa s t o  
rip the c over off , s tuff the magaz ine under his co at , and s l ink away 
fr om the news stan d . The s t o ck que st i on of the non-fan upon learning 
that one r e a d  s c ienc e  f ic t ion wa s , ttno you me an t o  s ay you re a d  that 
Buc k R oge r s -Fla sh G ordon s tuff ? "  

I t  wa s John W .  Campb e l l  Jr . ,  the eminent e ditor of ASTOUNDING 
SC IENCE FIC TION, wh o in a pre face t o  one of the f ir s t  s -f anthologie s ,  
" The Be s t  of S c ienc e  Fict ion , "  po int ed out tha t Buck Rogers bears the 
s a me r e lat ionship t o  sc ie nce fic tion a s  Dick Tra cy doe s to s e rious 
de t e c t ive f ic t ion . Today the Hollywood oriente d  mind thinks of s - f  a s  
a n  endl e s s  proc e s sion of out -s iz e  mon s ter s thr e a tening o ur  world and 
c ivil iz a t ion . Bo th the s pa c e -opera hero and the bug-eyed mons ter have 
the ir p l a c e  in s-f , but are not to be trus ted out of the hands of an 
unusual ly skilled wr iter . 

The f ir s t  re quir emen t  of a front rank s c ience fi c t ion s t or y, l ike 
any other work of ficti on , is tha t  it mus t  be a good st o ry, compe tent ­
ly written . Sec ond , i t  must not vi olate any known s c ient ific conce pt s  
a l though even the sky is n o  l imit when one extrapol a te s  on the s e  afore ­
s a id c onc e pt s . If the author d oe s  s ome thing a t  variance with a known 
fac t  he mus t  s quare i t  up a s  plaus ibly a s  po s s ible with the a c c epte d 
g o spe l . 

In this c la s s  may be menti one d the t ime travel and " p s i" phenomena 
s t orie s . The re i s  ample pre ce denc e  for the se tale s in s-f his t ory, 
and the re ha s never been any real dis a gre e ment about a c cepting them . 
Wr it e r s  have a l s o  c ome up with some ingeniou s  way s t o  defeat E ins te in 's 
e qua t ions , s o  tha t int er s t e l lar trave lers may re ach the ir de s t ina t ions 
in much le s s  than sever a l  l ife time s .  

The late B ob Ol s en , p ione er wr it er of the modern s -f era devote d 
s ome 5 , 000 wor ds in the Summer 1947 is sue of F UTURE SC IENCE F IC TION t o  
the d ifficul ty of defin ing the term in a manner acce ptable t o  all . 
After dis cu s s ing var ious definit ions propo s e d  by o the rs in the pa s t , 
he a t  la st  c ame up with one of his own, which will s erve unt il a be t• 
t e r  one c ome s al ong. O l s en s aw s-f a s  be ing " a  narra t ive ab out an 
ima g inar y  invent ion , or dis c overy , which is p os s ible in acco r dance 
with authent ic , s c ient iric knowle dge and rela te s a dvent ure s and o ther 
happenings which might r e a s onably re sul t  from the use of the invent ion 
or dis c ove ry . "  



Larry Tn Shaw, editor o f'  INFINIT'.f SC IENC E FI C TION , put i t  a 7 
l i ttle mo re si mply in a r ecent edit or ial . Thi s  �oi nts Up the odd 
unanimi ty of' opinion exi st ing in general am o ng e di t ors, wri ters, and 
r e ad er s, when c o nsi deri ng if' a part i cular story qua l ifi e s  as sc ience 
:fi c ti on or no t .  Shc.w sa id ., "I know v:hat sc ience f ic t :ton i s; i t ' s  a 
:fa irly l ar ge ares., b or d Brc c! "' on o ne-Bi d e  by pur e fant a sy  and o n  the 
other by r ea l i E.lt i c  stor :los \"Ji th some sc i ence i n  them .  And I know , t o  
my own sati sfac ti on� whether any given st ory i s  or i s  no t sc ie nc e 
fi c t i o n . " 

S-f ha s upo n  o c ca si o n  been called propheti c fic ti on , and this 
a spe c t  ha s b een stressed by ent h�si astic proponent s who are anxi ous t o  
c onvince non ..... reader-s that thei r cho ic e  i n  l iterat ur e  i s  not tra sh .  
They poi nt to suc h e;�o.mples as the use of a tomic pow e r  i n  H .  G .  W·e l l s ' 
"A Worl d  Se t Fr ee n in 1 914: �""l:l an a c curat e descript io n  of radar i n  
"Ra lph 124C 41 Plus," first published i n  1911 by Hugo Ge rnsback , "the 
fa ther o f'  mod o�n 8ci ence fi c tion , "  t o  bol st er the ir ar gume nt s .  The 
c lincher for thi n  :LJ_n') of r:�nv:!.ncing i s  the by now well known story o �  
the d esc endi ng o f'  Mi l i tary Intel]..igence on t h e  edi tori al offi ces of 
ASTOUNDING SC IENC E FICTION i::.1 1944 o They wan t ed to know where the 
author , C l eve C artme:Ll :. had escurod -�·':le inf�rma ti on on a t omic energy 
f or his s t ory nDeadline.'J" l:n the March issueo Much of the te c hnical 
d a t a  i n  the s t ory pnralj_eled wo�k go ing on in the Ma nhat tan Pro j ec t ,  
and go vernment agenta 8malled a leak o The edi t or c onvi nced them there 
wa s no thing secret about anything publi shed i n  his ma ga zine , whi ch had 
in fact  be e n  runni ng sto:?iGs a nd fac t  art ic l es discussin g  at omi c energy 
l ong b ef'or G  World Wa.r II. If he should sudd enly stop running thi s 
mat er i al ,  as Military Intellig e nc e at first wanted him to do , i t  might 
b e  a dead gi V( -·Nay to the rc3.dors ·that some thi ng was afo o t . 

A l thou gh s-f fans are juc-'ci f'ia.bly proud of the se predictions, 
prophe cy in itself is not one of' the properti es of s-f & Wi th all the 
s-f wo rdage wr it t en in tho past i t  would indeed be strange if none of 
i t  a l i gned i t sol i' vri th the reali ty to c o me t •  It must be remembered 
that extrapo l a tio n is no t nec essarily prophet i c ,  but spe culative . Any 
sp ecul a ti o n  tha "'..:; h:i.tf; the ma:rl: must b e  a c c ept ed a s  a ple asant , but 
une xpec t ed b onus to th� �Titing and reading of s-f , which is primari ly 
:for ent ert ai nment: with . .  timu1ati oi.'l of ·L;hou ght a c l o se sec ond . Pure 
ent er t a inment, wi tho u� thought pr ovoki ng co nc epts i s  of ten bi lle d  as 
sc ie nce fic ti o n; b ut in nll hono c ty shoul d bear some o ther label . 

Rob er t A, Heir:l3�_n, one of the outs t and in g pr ac ti ti oners o f'  modern 
s-f has sa id t b.!lt_, "th8re ar·e two pr inci pal ways to write spe culati ve 
.fi c t i on .... writ8 about peo ple or wr ite about gad get s .. " Since mo st 
pe ople  are int orcstoe in peopl e� i n  pra ct ic e  a sci enc e fic tion story 
will concern itself with th� effect of a gadg et on an individua l or 
so c i e ty in general� T�13 p;s.rlgot may be a lmo st an ythin g: a machi ne , an 
extra ·�terPestrial inva s ion ::- or a current so ci a l  or ec onomic trend ;  
a nythi ng to sta rt of'f a train of thought b eginning wi th "Wha t if ? "  and 
ending with the l r.st logi c aJ. conclu�l:>n to vh i ch the quest i on may l ead. 

The fac t s should teach sorr-othing of the sc i enc e in que st i o n  t o  the 
r e ader, without , however� bei ng overly no n-c ontributary to the plo t , 
sl owing do wn the action, or otherwi s e  bei ng obtrusi ve t o  the point o :r  
be c o ming a c la Rsroom lcct.u1.,e.. The theme should b e  or igi na l and the 
trea t ment fresh and unr1ackneycdo S i nce mo st s-f i s  la i d  in a local e 
or time ent i rel y  unfat1lli ar t o  the �e ader ,  author s have to strive for 
veri simi l i tude e·ven more thsn the wri t er s  of o ther type s of fiction . 
Al though use of the e lemer-ts of romantic adventur e, gadgetry and shock 
e ff ec t  v.ras sta nda:L")d pr act i c e  some 25 years a go when wri ters and edi tom 
wer e still fi nding the ir way i n  a c ompara ti vel y  new fi e ld ,  s-f ha s 
ma tur ed and do e s not now depe�d on these gambi t s  merely for the ir own 
sakoo 

No form o f  fi c t i onal wri t i ng c an give the same sa t isfac t i o n  t o  the 
i nt el li g ent a nd i:'lql.:_iring mind , or open up such vi st a s  b eyond the here -

.: ; 



and -the -no w  a s  good a dult s ci ence fi c ti on .  If a per so n's mind i s  . 8 
so c ons tr ,�ct ?! ::�1 .�..'? :·.·.; !'·r··..,·our:"'_y ··-,-:·.·�·�ested in i deas and phenomena 
large ly beyond tne gra sp of the general publi c ,  he w i ll appr e ci ate the 
udifferent f i c ti on. " 

Wi th upward of 25 s -f per i odi c a ls no w on the s tand s it i s  not dif ­
f i cult t o  find s ome thing t o  su i t  eve ry t a s te . ASTOUNDING SCIENCE 
FICTION s e ems to appe a l  to the te chnic a lly-minde d  r e ader , and GALAXY 
i nc line s t o wa rd t he psyc ho logical type of s -f .  The MAGAZINE OF FA N­
TASY AND SC IENCE FICTION s tr es s e s  the l i terary qua li t i e s  of s -f .  
INFINITY, IF, and ORIGINAL SCIENCE FICTION STORIES publi sh ve ry fine 
mi ddle - of -the -road scie nc e fi cti onft  FANTA STI C UNIVERSE, i n  addi t i on 
t o  art i cles on UFOs p �i n ts a ple a s ing vari ety of s t ori e s  and lengths. 
SAT ELLITE f e a ture s a compl e t e  nove l in each i s sue .  AMAZI NG STORIES 
and I�MGINATION t e nd to ward a mor e  fre e - whe e li ng ac ti on type . 

S o  you pay s your mone y and you take s your choi c e . If you haven't 
ye t tri e d  go od s c i enc e  fi c ti on ,  no w i s  the t ime . T o  e cho tha t glad 
c ry of he.ppi er day s , ncome on in, t he wate r's fine ! "  

All an H o wa rd is one of the ba r· lons of s c ienc e  fi c t i on that have . 
kept the f ield go i ng duri ng i ts r o ughest and mo s t  d o wntrodden peri od s . 
A "Fan" wi th a cap it a l F, me aning the type who re ad s s c i ence-fi c t i on 
not only for enj o yment , and p erhaps re le a s e , but a s  an art , of whic h 
he i s  a c onno i ss eur� and on whi ch he i s  an ackno wl e dged expe rt . 

He kno ws , and is kno wn by� alm o s t  all the ma j o r nam e s  in the bus ­
ine s s  o f  s cie nc e fi ct i on: wri t e r s ,  e ditors , and pub lishe rs a l i ke . He 
i s  a re pre s en ta t ive in tho fine s t  way, of the re ade r o f  s c i ence fi c ­
t i on . And , a s  a hobby , he i s  a bona -fi de s tudent of s c i -fi hi s t ory� 
e ven re s or t i ng t o  car efull y fi l e d  ma terial from ye ar s ago , s amp le s  of 
the g ro wi ng (then and st i l l )  young fi eld whi ch thre a tene d  t o  d i e fi r s t 
o f  s t a rva t i on, the n s trangula t i on , then sui c ide . 

· 

Ho ward i s  Di re c to r of one o f  the old e s t  an d be s t  kno wn sc ience 
fic ti on fan o rganiza ti ons in t he worl d ,  the Ea s t e rn  Sc ienc e  Fi c ti on 
As s o c i a t i on ,  and i s  a ma j or repr es en ta ti ve to other s c i -f i  groups in 
the U. S .  and thr o ughout th e wor ld<  

A re si d ent of Ne wa!'k, N. J., he and your edi t or be came fri ends be ­
c ause of o ur mutua l interes t s .  It wa s l a rg ely through hi s thought :ful ­
ne s s  in ke eping UFO NEWSLETTER appr i sed of deve l opment s in s c i ence 
f ic t i on, an d hi s a udaci t y  in t ak ing pa rt i n  UFO pane l s  before ESFA and 
s c i ence fi c ti ond o m  tha t int eres t s  in the two fi e lds have pro du c e d  an 
a rea of agreemen t and und er s ta nd ing , and such produc t s  a s  FANTASTIC 
UNI VERSE ' s  ar ti cle s on UFOs , and t hi s  speci a l  is sue of UFO NEWSLET TER , 
are po s s ib le " 

REFERENCE INDEX 
C e r t a in pub l i ca t io ns or organi z a ti ons rece i ve r'epea t e d  me nti ons in 

thi s i s sue of UFO NEWSLETTER. In order to avoi d a nee dle s s  repi ti ti on 
of foo tno t es , the fo l l owing l i s t  ha s been a s s e mble d . We trust thi s 
index wil l s a t i sf y  t he d emand s  of t he many groups or peri odi cal s  t o  
whi ch referenc e i s  made ; i f  we hav e  neglec t ed anyone , we are sor ry: 

AMAZING STORIES , Paul W. Fa irman , Ed�, Ziff- Davi s Publi shing Co . ,  366 
Madi s on Avenue, N ew Yo rk 17, N. Y. 

A PRO BULLET IN, Coral Lorenz en, Ed . ,  1712 Van Court , Alamogordo , N .  M. 
ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION, John W. Ca mpbe ll J r. , Ed . ,  St re et & Smi th 

Publ i c a t i ons , Inc . , 5 75 Madi s on Avenue , Ne w York 22, N .  Y. 
C S I  OF NEW YORK, Is abe l Dav i s ,  Secy . ,  67 Jane Stre e t , N .  Y .• 17 , N. Y. 
ESFA (Ea s te rn Sc i enc e Fic t i on A s s oc . ), Al len Ho wa rd ,  Di re c t or ,  101 

Fairmount Avenue , N ewa rk 1 ,  N. J. (C ont inued on page 29) 



FL YINC SOMETHINCS 9 

by John W .  Campbell, Jr. 

As we have remarked before, Science F ic tion is no news magazine; 
these comments anent flying saucers or what- n ots are a few months late, 
but concern things of even longer range interest to science­
f' ict ionee r s . 

Whatever they were, if real, and as described by those who 
believed they saw them, a few conclusions ar e fairly clear. They 
weren't products of a foreign terrestrial power. Anybody having a 
plane that good would darned well keep it to himself - until he meant 
to use it! The same applies to a United States Governm ent device; 
they'd have been test-flown off some small Pacific island, where none 
but a few selected personnel, plus a few thousand fiSh, would have 
been around to report. That would mean a f air chance that they were 
piloted by vis itors from outside. 

Latest astronomical theory indicates Venus is a waterless dust 
bowl - its clouds a mantle of du st storms (See R. s. Richardson's 
article "New Paths to New Planets" in the S eptember 1947 AIR TRAILS). 
Mars has so thin an atmosphere t ha t only slow-moving, lower animal 
forms could operate. Jupiter has too deep an atmosphere, and the 
other planets a r e eith�r too violently cold, or too violently hot� 

Visitors from outside would be from way outside - interstellar. 
Skip, for the moment, the problem of how they ma de the trip; con­

sider how we would pla n  a reconnaissance of an alien, inhabited planet 
if we made the tripo 

If we landed on an alien planet that displayed marked signs of 
technically civilized life, there would be considerable point in land­
ing unnoticed� We'd want to make a first landing in some backwoods, 
uninhabited forest area , where there would be plenty of natural cover 
for our ship, and then condu ct reconnaissance by atmospheric type 
planes of small size! but the fastest jobs available. 

For this reason� we'd want to land in an uninhabited patch 
reasonably near centers of civilivation� We'd take considerable care 
that our scouts weren't trailed back to the ship, and that they · 

weren't spotted on the way outo Knovdng all about radar--and probably 
six or a dozen other de t e cti on schemes based on other spectrum pos­
sibilitiesr_.-.we'd see to it that the ships weren't easily tracked. 
Make 'em out of plastic� which more nearly matches the properties or 
air than any other type o� solid matter � Some metal would be essen­
tial, naturally!' but it wo1..:.ld b·� minimized.. Preliminary long-range 
scouting would have assured u� t hat the planet to be investigated did 
not yet have space travel ;  nn essy way to enter and leave the areas to 
be investigated without back trail the investigatees could £ollow then 
would be to approach from almost st raight up--say two hundred miles 
above--and tak e a similar hop going home. After all, if we're doing 
the exploring, we do have space travel; such a hop would be peanuts to 
us. 

For several months� our investigation would be conducted by non­
contact observation; until we know much more about the people, we'll 
do well to stay clear of them. After some weeks though, a stealthy 
raid might kidnap a few inha bita nts for general questioning and inves­
tigation . In this� we'd be very smart not to damage the kidnaped 
parties; the resentment of a technically c iv ilized race can be dis­
tinctly unwelcome, 3·v·en to a mo re powerfully technical people. Inves­
tigation of local animals can give all the necessary basic biological 
science for .preliminary unde:t.'llstanding of the local race. 



A rter s evera l months of wa tching � li s teni ng, and pi c king up 10 
radi o broadc a s t s , plus i nve s t i ga ti on of kidnape e s ,  there would be 
a lot of' mat e ri a l  to dige s t .  C aptured b ooks, par t icular ly chi ldrens 
boo k s ,  wo uld give a de quate key s  to  the language s .  At tha t point , we 
would be smar t  to c lear out f or a t  le a st a y e ar of conc entra ted s tudy 
of the mate r i a l  a t  hand . The c a ptive s could be fairly s a fe ly relea sed 
unharme d ;  i n  any rac e , any where , the weir d ta l e  of thre e or four indi ­
vidual s about an improbab le and me lodr ama t i c  capture by a l i e n  inte l ­
l igenc e s --par ti cular ly i f  the race ha sn ' t  y e t  deve l oped space trave l 
thems e lve s --i s  go ing t o  be laughe d a t . The f i r st vi s i t  c ould then be 
ma de wi thout seri ous indi c a ti on of i t s  happe ning at a ll .  

In the May 1945 i s sue of AST OUNDING SC I ENC E FICT ION we c a r�i e d  
Murray Le ins t er ' s  yarn "Fir st C ont ac t " tha t expl ai ned the nec e s si t y  
o f  c ons i d e rable c aut i on a nd s tudy o f  any ali en r a c e  be rore making f or ­
ma l ,  a ll-out conta c t o  Sim i lar cons idera t i ons wi ll ap ply t o  the race 
fir s t  inve s tiga t ing an alien p lane t ;  they ' d  be very wi s e  t o  lea rn a ll 
they could before ma king the i r  inte re s t  apparent . 

It might be a ye ar o r  fi ve ye a r s  before a ny further s t eps were 
taken . 

�{- * * 

@ 1947 b y  Stre et  & Smi th Publ i c ati ons , Inc . ;  r e printed from 
AST OUNDING SC IENC E FICT ION . 

John W. Campbe ll , Jr., i s  c ons i dered wi thout any doubt t o  be one 
of the hi gh pri e s t s  of s c i ence fi c ti on .  He ha s be en the edi tor i a l  
he ad of one of the fine s t  re gularl y-publi she d s c i enc e fi c ti on peri odi ­
c a l s  f or probably more y e a rs than he would li ke hi s re a de r s  to remem­
ber ,  a nd ye t he re ta ins the phys i c a l  l o o ks (ma inly due t o  hi s boy i sh 
crew- cut ) and, more impor t ant , the int e l li gent abi l i ty ,  of a c o l lege 
po s t -gradu a te s tudent . 

The sub je c t  of a number of t a le s  about s c i enc e  fi c t i on hi s to ry  
(the king of whi ch a ppears e l s ewher e  in thi s  i s sue ),  Campbe l l  hims e lf 
i s the s ource of an i nfin i te number of fa c t s , s torie s ,  an d opini ons . 
Out s po kenl y cri ti c al a nd fran k, Campb el l he s i ta t e s no t a moment in 
di s cus s in g  s ome pe r s ona l ity in s c i ence fi c t i on ,  an d whi le hi s barb s  
may dart up a gains t  many a�d re sul t in t emporary t antr ums on the part 
of s ome of the mor e sus c e pt i bl e  s ubj e c t s , Campbel l  cons i s tently ri s e s  
a bo ve the f i el d ,  i t s  " e lder s t ate m�,.l, n the s ubje c t  of re s pe c t -even 
awe -fr om the fie ld, bo th " i ns i de " the pub li shing gam e ,  and " out s i de "  
fr om the co mmon re ader s o  

Ra the r the unc ommon r e a der s , for the ma t e ri a l  whi Ch Campbe ll 
a s s emb le s i s  de libera te ly far from wha t  the average reader c ons i ders 
s c i enc e  f i e  t i on to b e  o Camp be ll is  an inte l le c tual , i n  th e pure s t  • 

s e ns e .  He i s  a bl e  to c onverse  wi th e qual dext eri ty on e le ctroni c :s, 
avi a t i on, or the gr ammat i c al c ons truc t i on of wri t ten ma teria l, sci -fi 
or not . A subj e c t of the unknown� it wa s he who s tarted the f i rst 
gna wing , and fina l  exp l oding s c i ence fi c t i on fad of Ps i oni c s , whi ch he 
s tubbornly c ont inue s .  

A s  a s tudent of , a�d p ro pe r l y  a sub j e c t of,  the future ; C ampbe ll 
i s  cer t a inly no t one to s pe ak with hinds ight , ra ther the opp os i t e . The 
above arti c l e  a ppe are d fi r s t  a s  an e dit ori a l  in the Oc tob er 1 947 i s sue 
of hi s hi gh-t oned publ i c at i on , A ST OUNDING SC I ENC E FIC TI ON .  Thi s wa s 
pre pare d o nly a few wee ks a fter the i n i t ial throe s of public i ty fo l­
l o wi ng th e Arno ld peri od . C ampbe ll obvi ous ly d i d  some res ear ch and 
found a hi s tory of UFOs , e ven in 1 9 47 . He h a s  kep t up t o  da te  on the 
sub j e c t  s ince . 

UFO NEWSLETTER i s  proud t o  repr int this pie ce , over t en year s  
after i t  f i r st a pp e are d.  It s importan ce , b o th i n  content and place in 
t i me ,  i s  obvi ous . 



M E E T  T H E E X T R AT E R R E S T R I A L 1 1  

by I s abe l Davi s 

The c on t e c t - c ommun i ca t i on b o oks a re ful l of referenc e s  t o  " s c i • 
e nc e " and " te chn o l ogy " - e a r thly , un e a r thly a nd m i xe d . The e a r thly 
kind c om e s in b i t s  and chunks and s c raps , o c c a s i ona l ly in lengthy ex­
p o s i t i on s  tha t  g i ve an eff e c t , a t  l e a s t ,  of knowl e dge . The inf orma ­
t i on m ay or may n o t  be c or re c t ; i t  i s  c e rt a i nly d oubtful , f or exam pl e , 
tha t the e xpl o s i on of H-bomb s c oul d ti l t  the e a r th ' s  axi s and m or e  
d oub tful tha t i t  c oul d d i s turb the orbi t s  o f  d i s tant plane t s  and p o i ­
s on the i r  a tm o s phe re � Spi l l  pepp e r  i n  New York and Chi c ago sn e e z e s ?  

The d i s tance s ,  for c e s ,  a nd v o lume s i nvolve d  a r e  t o o  en ormous . C a t a -
c ly sm i c e ar thquake s ·' mor e powerful than a thou s and H-bomb s ,  have many 
time s shaken e a r th but l e f t  he r on the s ame o l d  axi s trund ling a l ong 
the s am e  old orb i t .  

We would n o t  be s urpr i s e d a t  s c i e nti f i c  m i s t ake s c omi ng from the 
author s of the s e  books � b c c au.s e the ir c ompe t en c e  i n  the s ubj e c t  i s  
l im i t e d . 

1 
One s e em s  t o  ha ve l i t t le backgr ound and l i t t l e  intere s t  ( Be thurum ) 

; one a ppe a r s  t o  ha 7e t ake n i n  more informa t i on than he c an di ge s t  
( Wi l l i ams on ) 2 ; a nd the othe r s  are s e l f - e duc a t e d  i n  s c i ence , a proc e s s  
tha t of ten l e a ve s s tr a nge ga p s  i n  a s tud ent ' s  da ta , fai l s  t o  bui ld up 
a c ohe rent over - a l l  p i c tur e , and g i ve s him an impr e s s i on of hi s know­
l e dg e  tha t i s  n o t  j u s t i f i e d  by hi s r e a l  s t o ck of fa c t s . 

But :;.. t i s  no t the author· s who make the s e  blund e r s ; i t  i s  the 
s pa c em�� ' supp o s e dly s o  we l l  i nf orme d about E a r th ,  who a re quo t e d  by 
the a uthor s .  It i s  rathe r  sur pr i si ng t o  f i nd , f or e xampl e ,  tha t the 
Ve nus i a n  "ma s t e r· n  i e  ob vi ously c onfus e d  a s  to the exa c t  differ e nc e  be ­
twe en an c l eme n t  and a minora l , a nd we wi sh he knew wha t he me an s by 
the cur i ous e A:pre s s i on .t  " phy s i c a l  mineral vani t i e s . " ( He a l so thinks 
tha t the l e g e ndary " G o l d e n  Ag e , "  c ommon in Ear th mytho l o gi e s , means an 
a g e  n when me n wor sh:.pp e d  g o ld more than Go d . n )  And wha t can Zuhl and 
Ramu of Sa turn m e an whe n they t al k  ab out " a t empera t e  and c oo l e r  s e c ­
t i on o r  z one o n  the Mo on " ? Unl e s n  they have " c orre c t e d "  the Mro on ' s  

m o t i on a s  we l l  n s  i t s a tmo s phe r e , a l l  par t s  of the Mo on mus t r e gui arly 
e xpe r i e nc e  the n ame he a t  and c o l d  i n  turn ; a permanent t empera te zo ne 
i s  imp o s s ibl c o 

The s e  omni s c i ent erit i c s  ought t o  make sure of the i r  Ear thly 
s c i en c e  b e f ore th ay s t a r t  r c v � s ing i t � 

The r e v i si on s mey b e  "lr::J.olo s al e  or r e t a i l . S ome t ime s one s entenc e  
ob l i t e ra t e s al l huraaj_':l o b s a :_�:--va t i on s !) dat a , c a l cula t i on s , deduc t i ons , 
the ori e s ,  and i nve n t i ons , The pr oc e s s  o f  r e -- e du c a ti ng us al ong the 
c o rre c t  l i ne s c on s t i tut e s  a prob lem , howe ve r , si nc e  the s pa c eman c a n  
only a s s e r t  om"l wr ongne s s r. n o t  e xp l ai n  i t  or g i v e  m ore than a few · 

htnt s a bout the sub s t i t u t e , 
Ho c t  spa c emen do no t even a t t emp t an expl ana ti on ; wi th a kindly 

smi l e  they repe a t  n our s c i en c e  woul d be qui t e  i n c omprehe ns ible t o  you 
human b e i ng s  a nyYvo.y ., "  

We c an do be t t er than thi s . De s e r t  Be douins who never s a w  a s park 
plug b e f ore the age of 20 l e a� �  to be c ompe t ent truc k  dri ve r s  an d 
m e chan i c s � But among a l l  the s e  " supe rme n , " on a l l  the i r  wo rld s ,  wi th 
a l l  the i r  we al th of exp e r i e nc e , the r e  i s  no t one t extb o ok , n o t  one 
s c i en c e  t e a che r �  n o t  onG pe dagog i c a l  me tho d , tha t c a n  be u s e d  on Ear �  

I t  i s  impo s s ib le t o  d o  j us t i c e  e ven t o  tho s e  fragment s o f  sp a c e  
" s c i e nc e "  a n d  " t e chnology "  tha t the s e  b o ok s  c on t a in ,  sh o rt of many un­
a va i l ab l e  page s . Re luc t an t ly , I cho o s e  two fr om C lari on , repor t e d  t o  
Be thUl�um by C a p t a i n  Rha ne s in her off-hand way . The re are thr e e  ki nd s 
1 .  Truman Be thu:rum , n Ab o a r d  .A Fly i ng Sauc e r , n De Vor s s ,  Lo s Ange l e s  1954 
2 .  G e o rge H .  Wi l l i am s on & A l fr e d  C .  Ba i ley , " The Sauc e r s  Spe ak ! "  New 

Age , Lt � Ange l e s  19 54 , �. 



of powe l' ., she in.f c �::11 r. 
t o ni c , ai:.d nutl., oni c .7 \ r  

the "nutr oni c j c epn o u  
d o ub l e - ta llc , 

n1tl1 · - - �  n n� tj_ ... r.�.:J t;n e t i c  o r  g r a vi t a t i ona l ,  plu­
C 1 a r i on us e n  the thi rd ki nd , nut r oni c ,  a s  i n  

W o  c an only gue c s  a t  the m e an ing of this 

12 

But a nut: :.ao:-1.i c j e ep i o  no th:i.ng � t  a ll c ompa:-e d to C l a r i on ' s  " r e t -
r o s c opc . n r.rl1.i s G.T12. '3 :i. ng mo..chinG e n J.bl e s r:: : a r i oni t e s t o  review i n  the i r  
home s " av7 e -"· .:; :r t  thc 'L G "t <· r  'J :�J.)p'-". n<; · 2 nnywhe Pe " ( empha s i s mine ) .  You 
may hS:v8 .jshou-Gf:..t t:1D. ·c :G"Ii20.--- t�.,8_'·=!·i;r--w��:8 (; onf i ne d ·c o s c i e nc e fi c ti on ;  but 
he r e  i t  turn s o-...:t�; ·:;o hnv c  'b :=. :n:  i nv 0 nt ed a nd ma s s  pro du ce d - "  from t ime 
unt o l d n  -.. :rz i ght on the o t:.H� l., s i d,.:· of our Moo:n � 

T::uma:.--1 �  Uj1: or t 1;.na c c ly ..., sho'\v r:: onl�f the mi l de s t  i n tere s t  in thi s 
g a dg e t ()  H0 o. �- k s  r- .Jn 8  of ·0�."l0 q_:Ao s t :i cns he should -- how do e s  i t  work , 
wha t do e �  i t  l o o k  l :-..k3 7 :i.':l.cn.r � s  i t  us o d  f' or e duc a ti on ,  for re s e arch , 
f or e n t e i' t a i nm 6 n t .? foP 1 i -G o 1.-..r :l2.:.. :; :· ? 

A c c i EJ n t i s t  wi t:i.1 t i m ·) o:.1 :·.-_ ·;_ :::� l:!. "l. nc1 s  mi ght f i nd i t  amus ing to try to 
analy z e  tl:..3 �-ID:!.J 3:!.le t:;:'� 1,:i 8 m1:.d d l e  t :i1 r� t  pc.. B s e s  for n s c i e nc e "  in the s e  
c on t a c t - c ommnni c a t :i. o:;.1. bo o::� ft '" 

On :::.y one thi1:g �:_ ,�; (:._ l c �,::' : ·::;-_.-;,_:; r)J t1�l:'.r�.6 tlJ ::. t  i s  quo te d ,  mi s quo te d , or 
omi t t o d  abo�t Ear::!.��-:{ �J c :1 ..: .1':'. s  ctnd i.�v -:;br..ol o,sy !) a:nd e very s ta tement that 
t he s p a c e:·a .8 n !:':'!akc -,- or c 1:cv. s o  Jc.hl;�:r: .:l :..) :_ .. ,,. o rJ  f�_.,om :.1ak:tng ,.,._, about the i r  own, 
a pp e ar s  : o  f i t  far b0 c -�� � y.- th � t�'lo o r�t (�hc. t the s e  s t a t ement s o r i gina te 
i n  the mind s of :�_:i.J.. :je:P J.\J c t ly i·--:.:� c r-. �lcd 1_nunan b e i ngs , who are fre quently 
out of the i r  d e r, J.:::r: :: i� .�: "J:; J.1 �n .;. t t; c r c  :: Jch9.n v_ri ·c:1 the the o ry tha t the s e  
s t � t o? ... o ?.'lt s c o:10 f'� om c t�.�.:£;- orn ly s l{'l l. l� d ,  0 ompe t ent , and expe r i e nc e d  

e xtra� er:: � n t� � a l � o 
A g o. in :::- ":'ld :::� cr. �. n  t:� L : R t� " :::- :; a 0 cn e n 11 behave l i ke i nventi ons . The re i s  

a lw:;,y a a di n c rep'"':-:c y � Y' cv:e 3t.. -';� �. 8 i :� c J a :=.ms t o  er e a t  powe r s  and wha t 
they a r c  able t o  do � 

Thr:>�• c ..,  r. ;  '1'1'1 ·f · o"-.n·� .,.e ,_ tli 1 ·'-: r- n �1 . � .._ 1 t1 ., hi d - ;:,  ...L ti � . u u . .  _. " u _ l ..... ... . n e e . �  ... :.... � \ S ) , . e  epa ... 1..L C ma c  ne s � an 
o ther te ��1.ni c 3. 2.  v;or:.1 o :..,s :;  but; ·J1:�1.en t�.1ey w;;.!l.t ·c o t o.ke pi c ture s for 
Adam 3Xi the y hav: �...: o U3 0 tho r o :�s.r o ::. J  b:'J ha d b:"'ough t al ong- s o  unluck­
i ly ,  ho·,,ro v a !'  :" · . :i t:2 .:J'L J� c :., oug:1 f t J m- b c ::! r-tuf1 e the i r  O\'\Trl c Dme ra s a nd f i lm 
" are e :1.ti 1 e :l :y r.:s.. :��:1: ·� ·�: i ·::! c. o.d :rou �2_a-v �  :.1o 0 qui p:ne nt on Earth tha t c oul d 
r e pr o duc 3 s t:c �.l p i c J::; l l1., 0  8 � 1 :  

Ocmc --ch:�n� ::. D -"·G 2:I o C d  7'"' 8 l., G  � -�·�- e l1 e:-n o::1b -::;r tha t i :n  Adam s k i ' s  fir s t  
b o ok-;_) t.h:) t:·vVo r.�-: -:-;h o d ."" '"' �iJ:i . 0_ b o  l,_C �; (i  t 'JG . .;) the r : 01., thon t o ok one of 
Ad .... .... 1 � 1 r- � ' Q  .i..c> i �., rt .1  .. l ) . i :.l ·· � c.. .-, · �,.;-·.�-""-,;:,.., J. ·n-� r� , , ,.. .-; .) "' """ :1 C' e- d thA l.· ,·:nage , an d repl a c e d  ..,;-\ J. l D  . •. ..1.. ..__ J.. · J LI  _ _ __ :;c w ,_ �_, . ..; v r_. �. · ·-· '- ... ) .:.1. - .:: J) v _ .._ . . u � .1. 

i t  w:t th c cm J  o:\:' ·c �1e f am0un �f_; 1 0 :' 0 3 lY'�)h -:. 0  B ,, The r e s ul t wa s c erta i nly 
t 1 r o pro duc :1, b2. o .; n o i :!.�·. o :·_ t; ::. :;��� '::· 8. J: ed in Adnms�{i r s fi r s t  b o ok .. 

The re a�o fre q�0 nt c l aim s  t� n t  d� o 3 � s e  ha s been ma s t e re d ;  but 
Ange luc c :!.  t G g o o d  l':"'� :!. r.n:c: . � c�_.,i G!l .::n�:1 L�,r�3. 8.!'e 1nnbl e  to re s t or� him t o  
he a l  t:1 w i  Jcho1.:. t ds e t:r .J:Y : �J.G :05 s J -J ::s i ti v i  ty t o  the i r  me s s a ge s . They 
c ann o t hs lp h:i . . r"� f .:::·� h::. s e t,_ -:· : �:I ·.JtJ ��- l e  ."' o 5. the r J whe-:1 he and hi s f�m i ly are 
s tra�de d sh�t.. Ve-:'.: :i.n g  o ·:1 tl2.0 c1 '3 :J o:-:- ·c a ·:.;  :::� ght ,., 

· 

But o! � o"..:�., ::: e An � ) 1· 1e. c :�. (r_ u J.'l'; t e �q) e c t th�?m to he l p  him ; he knew 
by t:1e n tb a t  a r:: nc. c c  \7i o ::. to :P s  • :o ·v· -:- �  :i. -:1 any W8.Y l nt; e rfe re in mundan e 
'"' I(\ ..(\ a J" ...., .C'! 

r r  
-

u .l. · - ...., " 
They p�,) c. ln im thi s p o 1 i cJ o-:: 1 1 :i.10n·- j nt erfe r e nc e '' often : i t  i s  one 

of the f a vo�., i -:.,; e o :;c ,; ;_,_n :J �  e.J.C.o for -�hs:ta by -t:�he i :j huma n fr i e nd s . But 
they do i n t c r f G ::' e ; t�1:3 ·J or:.-::; a r; �; n  ·l,r ... ·�-.�: s 3J.. 7e s nre " in t; e rferenc e " ;  
in s truc�ti nr_; t:1.'.'�::1 t o  n :J:;'lJ..., :.: d d  J..;hc go spo l n  i s  c '?.j_, ta inly " i nterferenc e  in 
mundan e .J. ffai:  . ., s  ... " 

, ' - -� !: :  ·· ' " s o 1·�. · ;:. d n lJ. the ugly , di s agre e ab l e  
proc l ems - a t  h.�me : p ov G r cy :;  s ::. c l::n�J s s ,  v:aP , e c onomi c i ne qua l i ty .  They 
a gr e e  mo c t  or-· ·tt�e-�wo1."'lc. 3 :. _1 t�·:e uni -;r e r .:J 3  ....... .., s omc s ay a l l  o the r wor l d s  
exc e pt Ea :r<::;h--·htrle � o l7G d ·:hom o ---- �--- ., ,._  ............. 
3.  Ge orge A d c.m :1l:� tc D :; ::n o::Ld Lo f! ..... i e .? n Flying Sauc e r s  Have Land e d , "  

Bra i t i sh B o ok C o j_�-t��.'"l e !) Ho·N Yo:>k � 1 9 5 3  
4 .  Orf e o  Ang c :}_uc cl !.: �i �; �.�v S o c 1.,0 t of the Sc.uc e r D , "  Amhe r s t  Pre s s , 

l&rnher s t ,  1 9 5 -5 



But a ll this far-flung , age - old , r ipened , te s te d , suc ces sful 13 
exper ienc e in pr obl em- s olv ing cannot sugge s t  t o  them a s ingle 
really effe c t ive me thod of a t ta cking the many pr oblem s , of Earth ! 

They c l a im the mos t urgent purpose s ,  grave ly imp or.tant t o  us and 
themse lve s ;  but aga in ,  there is a va s t  dis crepancy be tween those pur­
p os e s  and the me thods they us e to atta in them . If the ir inte l l igence 
were e qual t o  the ir z e a l , f or example , they would c eP ta inly re al i z e  by 
now tha t s ome pe ople can exerc is e  more effe c t ive influenc e  in the 
w�rld than other s .  

Here is the s ignif ic anc e of the obs cur ity of the c onta c te e s  -- and 
i t  ha s nothing t o  d o  with dem ocracy or sn obbery . I t  is e nt ire ly a · 
pra c t ical m a tter ; why choose m is s ionarie s  who-- thr ough no fault of 
the ir own--are bound t o  exert only a fe e ble influenc e ?  

They c l a im t o  have both mental t e lepa thy and , in s ome cas e s , te le ­
pathic ins trument s - the famous " thought d isks " - both of whi ch ·would 
sur e ly be hel pful in identify ing s uit a ble human be ing s .  But they do 
n ot put the s e  t o  work f or this purpos e . 

They claim t o  have be en vis iting on Earth for centuri e s ,  s tudy ing 
u s  and { pre suma bly ) trying t o  he lp . But they have n o  gra sp of the 

� c omplexity of human pr obl ems . The ir chief worry is " the bomb" ;  but 
the bomb is only a by-pr oduc t of war , and war is a by -pr odu c t  of a 
hundre d  othe r  bitterly ent angle d problems . 

S ometime s the be l ieve r s  a s se rt that the s pacemen have c ontacted 
s ome of our m ore pr om inent c it izen s ,  and be en re buffea:--More often 
they s ay ,  "Why should they c ont a c t  gener a l s  and s c ie nt is t s  who only 
wish to us e the s auc e r s  a s  weapons ? "  

This am ount s t o  s ay ing that there i s  n o  one ava ila ble on Earth who 
i s � pr om inent and "good" - which is s imply not true . The head of 
the large s t  church i n  Chr is tendom is not a warmonge r ;  Gandhi wa s not ; 
Helen Kel le r  and Al ber t  Schwe it zer are not . 

F or any c onc r e t e  dem on stra t ion of the ir f a bul ous powers , we cus t o­
mar ily have t o  d e pe nd on the word of the one c ontac t e e  who reports i t  
-- a s � f or example ,  the disapp earanc e of Be thurum ' s  fla shl ight when 
Aura Rhane s make s it " gone " fr om his hand . 

N ot tha t the c ontac t e e s  or the space pe ople or the be l iever s  mind . 
They a l l  have the same proverb: Every stat ement is !!! � pr oof . 

If the s e  spa c e  pe ople do exis t , and i f  the ir behavior is a s  de ­
s c r ibe d ,  the n  they a re not highminde d ,  noble , powe rfUl be ings . They 
are humbugs ! 

For al l the ir supp osedly ma s s ive inte l le c t s , the s pa c e  pe ople can­
n ot make up the ir m ind s about the one imp ortant p oint : pr oof . 

A s  e veryone kn ows , a l l  of the " evidenc e " of fere d s o  far ha s be en 
uns a t is fa c t ory { except to c onta c te e s and be l ievers ).  The few photo ­
graphs are sus pe c t , and s ome of them a r e  unque s t iona bly fake s . Wit ­
ne s s e s  a r e  non-exis tent , or the ir s ta nd ing is am biguous . The extra­
terre s trial " subs tanc e s " tha t  c ont a c te e s  cla im t o  have in the ir pos ­
s e s s ion are not ava ila ble f or la bora t ory or publ ic exam inat ion . The 
repor te d  dama ge to terre s t ria l  obj e c t s  due to proxim ity t o  a saucer 
c annot be ver if ie d .  The famous footprints and camera pla te a s s oc ia te d  
wi th Adamski ' s  f ir s t  " c ont a c t "  are almo s t  imp os s i ble t o  dis eus e a t  
thi s d a te ; they c an be j udge d  only in the framewor k  of the r e s t  of the 
s t ory . 

The h ighly ins p ira t ional qual ity of the spacemen ' s  me s sage s is � 
pr oof . We are not a sking whe ther the s e  me s sage s are beaut iful ; we are 
a sking whe the r they are "une ar thly . n  We c an disc over no such quality . 
On thousand s  of book she lve s , in hundreds of th ousands of books written 
by human be ing s , we can find the s am e  ba sic pre c e pt s ,  the s ame reli g ­
ious , e thic a l , m oral ,  phil os ophic a l , and my s t ical ide a s  -- of ten ex­
pre s s e d  much more s tr ongly and be aut ifully than they are by the spac e­
men .  Oc cul t l it e rature is full of the s e  ide a s . The insp i ra t ional 
t one of the me s s age s doe s not prove in the l e a s t  that thei r  s ource 



m .:tn .f:: 0 .3  ,., :-_J�· �? o: >· .::�., e o 'C Pt c. l  �.- U!ll e s s  you make ano the r unpr ove d s t a te - 14 
me n� , ·w�:1a ... c ::.: :lmi l:�.: .... D EH � s a ge s of m1known t e rr e s tr i a l  o r i gin have be en 
a r ou1�d a l .-: �1 ; ;  ·�; :_:n � b e c au s e  the s p a c E:nnen ha ve . 

A n  i' :> .t' ·c .. n� qr ·�- \-o c n l  p::? o of , the spa c emen ne ver pro vide 1 t .  It would 
s e c��.:. :". �; �.? : · : s·-J.·��-·1 · _ � _i(r�-·dc;ir•ablc f or them to do so - whe the r out of c on­
s i dc � n ·� ;:l  o::-: f c . _j ·L11o i . .:-a hu.man fr i end s , wh o c ould be sp a re d  much r i di cule 
:i.f p::' o_)o �:� 0 \r :i :� -.: :·::. �; c  y: ·) r e  o. 7ai l able � or in c o ns i der a t i on of the urgenc y  
o f  J.:;:':'_ : : ;_ r  c. �.-.rJ. �-1 ('  � �· a 6 G  " 

�ho �o c :  ��� 3 t : on i s ,  d o  th e y  or d on ' t  they wan t t o  b e  r e co gni z e d ?  
D o  tho�r ·: d on ·, -L Jch-=-y v;ant t o  b e  a cknowl e dg e d ?  Do they o r  do n ' t  they 
v.�ant :; o  ..:. --; �:ab:: . . ·.: �::1 'L::J. G i :..., ow::-1 exi s t e nc e ?  

T:.:..0y ·;J :. �)W b YC :_nd c o :.d .,  One mom ent they are c ommanding a c onta c t ­
e e  .. t; o  ·::; c �; .1  o vc :.�::-onc e b o·J.t hi s exp e ri enc e , re ga rdl e s s  of r i di c ul e . 
Thi n s o t2C o J ik J  c Cs oi ro f o r  r e c o gni t i on .  

The �� ·2 L·� t m i :1ut c t��1e y e.1,e i ns i s t i ng tha t they do n ' t  c are , tha t r e c­
ogni t ·ft. o:r: i :--: D.o t  ::�..n: p o r t a nt , tha t the y ne ve r " i n terfere " ;  or tha t they 
a r c  �:- o f c : . . " :,_� :� -�.1C : l fl.:r�k:;.y to 0 c e l., t a in r e a s on s n  why they mus t  c ontinue t o  
wrr:.:1 t::to� " .': -:  l Y c·�  0 :Ln a :L e g  o f  unc e r t a i nty ., 

1 "Y (d,;  -� � lC � c  =�- :;.. n c  di .f� i cul t y  of pr,ovi d i ng pr o of . They do not ne e d  
t o  1r.n d J. �1 'ri�i1 · ' f.! S ��··.J.a::-ac :; i :'  they a :� 8  a fr a i d of crowd s . A l l  they ne ed 
t o do i a  ,,... .·,_-; u  o :1 c  u:� m o r e  c on t a c t e c s  e i ther 1 )  an ob j e c t  of t e rr e s tri ­
G l  o :·� :.s:I.J.-: ·.-.. �lu ·i:; c l e n:� ly sh owo the i nf lue nc e o f  extra terre s tri a l  forc e s ;  
or 2 )  .:\r :u . t :i. 2\ .. : � t;  t�:n.t obvi ous ly c ould no t have originat e d  on Earth at 
a l l � 

: ... 1. ·C-,1 :' :� 2- �� :; i- e 8. ·::: .";go�?Y are p:1.o t o gr a phs , of c our s e ; enough pho t o ­
g�'J p>. :; �.-: ·:_; ·; :.-; rl ·J '\i07.� t u ? ] J_y s i le nc e  the l oude s t  s ke p ti c . But the sp a c e  
pc o� · J.o  t.�. �- .: ]-:: c· r ; :_ ·"uJ �;e ly rJ.2 G·:_� o t i c  ab out ha ving t he i r  pic tur e s  take n ;  f or 
a V;J.::· :·L E J :;· r: : :  �� . . . : � s Gn rY  t,J_ Jy f i ght so shy of the c ame ra tha t we may a s  
�7 3 ;  · , _  f o ���-� � ·�. Y:t:� <7, k�· ·:1d o :t  pro of " 

� ·;.�a�. a i"� 8d'' a ·:; e ·.)1 1e c ti on of s p n c e shi p obj e c t s  would be ove rwhe lm­
:t�1.G c.: · Tl (� :- - � --; ,; !1  h-:; -:; t:l1.ey aJ� o no t; f or thcom i ng o A c c o rdi ng t o  a c onver s a ­
t i G·.:. D -:. ·t;:: .. tv.�'"· \rl ...; -:.·� J  1:..-=t d  w:l :;h a s ke p t i c  :J the f amous " l e t te r  in Fre nch" 
typ ·:: d.  :"Jy ltv ro r.:c :-� . .:. pe.p e. r  fl'"� om C l fl r i on ,  whi ch B e thurum pre suma bly st i ll 
1:.t� r.: .1 -v:c �· -i d ". o  � .... ') h::' :i..p a t  a ll e ve n  i f  sub j e c t e d t o  chemi c a l  analys i s ,  
,:; � c ?. � :: :: s : ; . ;J : )c ·.� 'Y :1. C l.c. :  .. ,., i o:l. i f'  n a de out of j u s t the s ame kind o f  t re e s 
V! O il[�_.-- .... ; 1. ' �"- ��G." '  ' ·· �1 - i J  

i t� i 'J : 1  vn :-) ·c ( :J  o:? t im3 to c on t i nu e  t o  menti on the e nd le s s  excus e s  
by r:���J :o.!·;. ·,[:') r: :c':'. ':": J!'� �. :� :- ,'J. l"J'J;J.y o wl th the l oy a l  suppor t  o f  the i r  c onta o t­
e e n ." 1�.� �� : �: �  :o  t o  c � ·c ou.-i� of p:� ovi di ng pro of to But one kind of mi s si n� 
o ·vl. d0:.1 �� o :�. r: r· o rJ t .:=.r ·c :l. i :;.:.g � on c e  i t s a b s ence i s  no t e d , tha t  i t  mu st e 
:r:? S i"'.·:; : o:1c/l. . 

S.T J C "l r :. c c t;  n:.;·. �:.., a ·;,; e r·�e s t r i n l e r tifa c t  of a l l t o  pr ovi d e  would be 
9. J..1 (' X·��c .::. ·;·_ 3 -r ::, :� � ·�: ::- ..'_ :?. �- h '"J Ok . 

� .-c . . i ;  t��L::' ·� _;:-.x . . .  - J  :-;;'fc :C - . ·:·o.p' 1s o� the " So l ex Ma l , "  but a real book of 
! hi c ... 7; c :�·:r : :: -:; () :;: ·::--;· :· :�"' :i_ c J;i on ;· 0. ·::;:::- 3 n ti s e or a t extbook .. Such a vo lume 

't"loul d b '.;, i�:::i �.J o c. ·.: :� t l  . ... -'.; o :C a ke ; i t  v1ou l d  c ommand b e l i e f . 
But � �  i �  h �p�3 n s ,  b o o ! � o  arc pr a c t i c a l ly ne ver menti one d a t  a l l in 

the s e  c c :· :C: 3. c ·�"'· c o��mr :oni c v. t i on s t; ori e s o The sp a c e shi p s  have "TV , " mus i c ,  
danc :t�--1g 'l gc.mc .::; , pn :t nt lng s , the y c a rry tabl e f i t t ing s for banque t s . But 
t:'le r: �?a c �·� ot.". fJ  !. ·YJ.:.":l � 0 o  c1.pp a1"• ently c ont a in no b o ok she lve s and no book . No 
o�1e i s  0 va :�:� n c 8 :·.1 r c ;�di ng ,  no one e v e r  ment i ons r e adi ng ( exc e p t  Aura , 
,::�:10 c :i. ? :'.!J, <_! :J. t .!. .:.1 o ::.o o f'  her� hobbi e s ) ,  no one e ve r  me nt ions l i brar i e s 
or l t t e r � t u � o  o f  n�y kind � 

r�: -..: t:1.:: :::Tl() :, ,J ,1 A de:m s ki ' s  � p a c e  f rie nd s  are c omp l e t e ly unint e re s te d  
i n  thG b o ·.::.kc h ':.J  · ha s  ".."TP i  t t en about them . They never a sk about them , 
c.:.1.d b.u r.,y·, ·:..· "'", mc n i;i u n c  th8 3 Ub j c c t . H i s f i r s t  b o o k  i s  a c tua l ly pub l i sh­
c cl.--..---. :�. �1 t-vvo c c ·t:�.n-� 1., :1_ J s _,_, whi l e  he i s  m aki n g  re pe a t e d -vi. si ts t o  the sp ac e 
��lj_ p [J o J>v_·�; t. 3 :.). J ito �_., off e r s  a.:.:1 au t ographe d· .c opy t o  ·a.ny ., q� ... I them . They 
J.:. B -v c :.'} c. :' � :  ·' .: ·:> C C' 'J i ·:- ,, '11�,.. _ _.3y ne ver c omm ent �dri i t s  re c e p ti on ,  though · it 
a � o �� o 1  li G � c a � on tr c v3 r sy � He never s o  much a s  t a ke s  a co py of the 
b o o�r c �_,_ o :;:.:.3 o:c' h�i_ �  1; c or�_J.:;ac t s  !J n t o  sh ow to the peo ple who a re the chie f 
c hc.:.--r, r � -(;  c :: ;--; :i.:::. :�_ ·::; -
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No author I ever he ard of beha ve d thi s way at the bi rth of a 1 5  
b o ok 1 

In the l a s t  chapter of " In s ide the Space Ship s , "  Adamski de s c ribe s 
hi s unexpe c ted fina l  vi si t wi th hi s " space fri e nds . "  Thi s vi s i t ,  
whi ch took place e ight months af ter the publi cati on of hi s fir s t  b,ook 
(mean whi le he ha d wr i t t en tho bo ok and sent i t  to the pUb l i she r), wa s 
the one when Adam ski and Z irkon s t ood a t  the porthole s of the "mothe r 
shi p" t o  ha ve the ir pi ctur e s  t a ke n  by Orthon , on the " sco ut ship"  (The 
authenti ci ty of t he s e pic tur e s  ha s b e en sh arply que st i oned ,  and on 
very o o li d . · grounds ) � 

E·ven wh! l e  Or thdn u s e d  Adams ki ' s li ttle P o laroi d  cam era , Adam ski ' s  
s e c ond book 5 \! .?.. s boing pr :tnte d ,  Adam ski . te lls us - " the pre s s e s  were 
roll ing on i t s  page s o "  Of� cour s e the moment he I' e turned fl" om hi s la s t  
vi si t ,  he r ushe d s tory- and pho t ographs - t o  hi s publi sher s ,  for inc lu­
s i on a s the l a s t  chapt e r  of the b ook o 

Thus author Adam ski ' s  n sp a c e  fri end s u  give him , at the la st s e c ond 
before pub l i c a t i on o f  hi s b ook , a uni que and bre a th- taking climax for 
i t .  He mus t  have known how import ant i t  would be ; they should have 
known . But thi s la st vi si t pa s se s  wi thout one wor d e xcha nged be tween 
Adam sk i  and hi s fl'i cnd s  abou t  the book , or th e effe c t  of the vi si t on 
the bo ok ! 

. Thi s extra ordi nary i ndifferenc e  to book s ,  t o  wri tten la nguage in 
genera l , is one o f  the mo s t  glar ing gaps in al l the contact s tori e s . 
No gre at civili z ation ever flouri she d for an extended pe ri od wi thout 
producing a wri t te� l i t era tt�e . And the s e  wonderful extra terre s trial 
c i vi li z a ti ons have exi s t ed ,  w e  ar e told , far longer than any on Earth . 
Where , the n� are t�e ir boo�G ?  Whe re i s  any menti on of their books ? 
Why are the " spa c e  br o ther crr ·to a l l int ent s and purpos e s  i ll i terat e ? 

I suppo se the b e l i e ve r s  would say-- I am ge tt ing pre t ty good at 
thi s s o r t  of n explan u ti on" my s e lf --·that " the spa c e  people d on ' t  ne e d  
b o ok s � They ' v o  ou tg:;:•o\'ti.1. books . They c an r em ember anything wi thout

­

wri ti ng i t  do wn ... n 

A s  an explanati on thi n i s  j us t  a s  fe eble a s  the other s . For my 
money , the s pa c e  people are indiff erent t o  books be c ause they refle c t  
the minds and pers o�nl i ti e s  of the i r  i nvent o rs -- men who are a l so 
i ndifferent t o  bo ok s � 

But even i.f the " a  puce pe ople"  ar e i lli tera te , they are suppos e d  
t o  be  highly inte lli gent . · : _1 3Y should know tha t proo.f i s  ne eded , 
pro o f  i s  de si rable , and pr oof would be absur dly e a sy t o  furni sh . They 
ha ve ye t to gi ve one good r e a s on .for not pro vi di ng pro of; end we can 
only c onclude "Gh9. t they do n ' t  re al ly want to be be li eve d  in ; they are 
hypo crite s a s  we l l  as hu�bug s .  

----

If a defender c ay s ;; a t  thi s po int , that the t.JPOs thems e lve s  ha ve 
be en play ing thi o s nme talltalizing an d contradic tory game for ye ar s , 
refus i ng t o  ge t t hems e lve s c onc lus i ve ly accept e d ,  ye t skepti cs  have 
no t deni ed the ir eJ:i n t en� o ., he i s  c onfused aga in . For t he UFOs are 
uni dent if:i. e d flying obj ec t s .. Wo ha ve no reli able clue wha tever t o  
th'e'""ir purpo s e s � We hsYe no r e a son t o  expe ct to unde rs tand them . 

But the spac e be ingn have pla inly , sp e c i fically , and repe a t edly 
s ta t e d  the i i"� obj e c ti vo s .  We know wha t they want , be caus e they have 
t o l d us . The i r  f ai lure to us e e ffe c ti ve me thods cannot be explaine d . 

To what--ex-te n t  t �  the c on·c ac t e e s  support and be lieve in each 
o ther ' s  s t ori e s ?  I� publ i c , e verybody endor s e s  everybody els e -- they 
can ha rdl y  do o therwi s e . Bel i ef i s  ano ther ma tte r . I do no t unde r ­
take t o  say how much b e l i e f  i s  exchanged am ong them ; only tha t there 
are hi nt s in the s e  bo olrs of a c e rtain cauti on ,  a c e rtain unc ertainty 
tha t all the other s t ori e s  are a b s o lutely 1 00 percent . 

More important -....... t o  what ext ent do the " spac emen " suppor t each 
o ther ?  They ra ther n pe c tacul�r ly fa � l  to do so . 

5 .  Ge orge Adam ski , " Insi de The Spe. ce Ships , " Abe lard- Schuman , 1955 
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1�e r e  wa s C l a r i on s  for e xamp l e � duri ng the ni ght of 23-24 1 8  
Augu s t 1 9 5 4 ? On tha t night , Adamski c la im s , h e  wa s shown b o th 
s i d e s of the Mo on by R amu o f  Sa turn , t hr ough an i n s trument on the 
V e nus i an c arri er shi p ( he ha d a l re a dy s e en the fam i l i a r  s i de onc e be ­
�ore , on 2 1 -22 Apri l 1 953 , from the S a t urn i an sh i p ) .  A s  the ship go e s  
a r ound the fam i li a r  t oward the unf ami l i ar s i de , ahe a d o f  i t  in the s ky  
should ha ve b e en C a p t a i n  Aur a Rhan e s ' C l ari on . But ne i the r Ramu nor 
Adam s ki m e nt i on i t .  Adam s k i  c e r t a i n ly knew a bout C l a r i on -- for Be th­
urum ha d vi s i te d P a l oma r Ga rdens dur i ng the summer of 1 9 53 , and Adam­
s k i  ha d the n a c c e p t e d  Be thurum ' s  s t ory . But wi th a who le plane t mi s ­
s i ng f r om whe re i t  shoul d b e , Adam ski i s  nei ther s urp ri s e d  nor curi ous. 
Ramu e ven a sk s  " H a ve you any que s t i ons • • • ? "  " I  c ould think of none , "  
Adams k i  wr i t e s . 

And wha t about Fows er ? Wi l l i am s o n  ha nd l e s  Fows e r , the " d ar k  moon" 
of E a r th , wh i ch i s  ne ve r s e en by us be c a u s e  of " c e r t a in c ond i ti ons " 
( uns p e c i f i e d ) ,  and Wi l l i am s on me t A d amsk i  in the s ummer of 1 9 5 2  and 
wa s pre s e nt a t  Adamsk i ' s  f i r s t  " c ont a c t " . Fow s e r  i s  a bu sy pl a c e ; be ­
fore the a t tem p t e d  c on t a c t  by Zo , Urn , Elex , Noro , Z a g o , e t c . ,  wi th 
Wi l l i am s on ' s  group , on 28 Se pt emb er 1 9 52 , th e " l andi ng sh i p "  wa s 
re a d i e d  on Fow s e r  and the r e  we re 1 4 , 00 0  be lls ne ar i t .  Fows er i s  
pr ominent· in Wi l l i am s on ' s  b o o k , " O ther Tongue s ,  rr  publ i she d i n  1 95 7 . 6 

The n on 8 Se pt emb er 1954 , Adam sk i , e a t i ng s a ndwi che s and c offe e 
w i th Fi r k on and R amu i n  a Lo s Ange l e s  re s tauran t ,  he a r s  from Ramu a 
l ong hi s t ory of E a r th . Am o ng Ramu ' s  s ta tement s are the fo l lowing : 
" Anothe r c ondi t i on tha t we ha d wa t che d wi th i n t e r e s t  i n  obs erving the 
f orm a t i on and d e ve l opme n t  of the Earth pla ne t wa s the f orm ing of only 
one m o on a s  i t s c ompan i on ( I t a l i c s  m i ne ) .  Under the na t ur a l la w of 
condi ti ons , thi s would re sul t i n  an unba lan c e d  s t a te unl e s s  at some 
future t im e  an o the r mo on wa s form e d  t o  c ompl eme nt th e sma l l  c ompani on 
of a gr owi ng wor ld . "  

Appar ent ly Ramu ha d ne ver h e a r d  of any s e c o nd m o on . 
A d am ski , wi th knowl e dge of two a dd i t i onal a s tr�i c a l  bod i e s  a c ­

c ompany i ng t h e  Ear th a nd it s Moon , ne ver a s ks hi s g o o d  s p a c e  fri end s , 
who a r e  s o  g e ne r ou s  wi t h  a l l kind s  of o ther inf orm a ti on , t o  c onf i rm  
C lar i on o r  Fows e r . He ne ver m e n t i ons Admi ral s '  Sco w s  o r  Cry s t al Be l l s. 

He ne v e r  ment i ons " vent l a s ,  r' e i the r ,  though ven t l a s  are a pre va l ­
e n t  type o f  s a u c e r  vehi c l e !' p a troni ze d by Va n  Ta s s e l ' s  " o the r-world 
i n te l l i g e n c e s . "  On 13 February 1 9 53 ,  A sht a r , " c ommandan t Vela qua dr a  
s e c t or , s t a t i on Sha r e , "  t e l l s  the Van Ta s s e l  gr oup " 86 pr o j e c t i on s , 
9 100 wave s ,  of 236 , 000 ven tla s n  are c omb in ing for c e s t o  c re &t e  a 
" Li gh t  e n e rgy vo� t i c e "  ne ar the Ear th tha t wi l l  c r e a t e  extens i ve dam­
age . "  

Fi ve n i ght s la ter , wi th thi s a rm a da s t i l l  pre suma b ly pa tr o l l ing 
spa c e  ne a r  E a r th � Adam sk i i s  ha ving a l o ng c a lm c onve r s a ti on wi th Or­
then , Firkon , Kal na and I lrnuth , an d t he Ve nusi an "m a s t e r " - none of 
whom br e a the a s y l l a b l e  about the di s c i pl inary v e n t l a s .  

Then the r e  i s  the pro b l em of S o l ex Ma l . N a tur a l l y  a l l  the c o nt a c �  
e e s  s o one r o r  la ter a sk thG ir fri end s fr om s pa c e  about the l anguage 
s i tua ti on ;  why i s  c ommuni c a t i on so f luent ? No spa c em an a c tual ly s ay s  
the re i s  n o  such l a ngua ge a s  Sol e x  Ma l ;  but n o  one exc e p t  Wi l l i amso n ' s  
s pa c em e n  re f e r s  t o  i t  a t  a l l . C a n  i t  be tha t on Me rcury , Ma r s , and 
Plut o they h a ve no id e a  : 'la. t  they a r e  s uppo s e d  to us e the " uni ve r s a l  
t o ngue " ?  

The re ar e a l s o  num e r ous c a s e s  of a c tua l flat c ontrad i c t i ons be ­
twe en one s t a t ement from spa c e  and ano ther . 

A l l  plane t s  ha ve a pprox�a te ly the s am e  a tmo s phe r e , s ay al l of the 
s pa c em e n  exc e p t  Fry ' s  A -Lan l -- he ha s t o  pra c tic e f or four more ye a r s  
b e f or e  he c an expo s e  hi m s e lf ful ly to the R 5 � of � r th . 
6 .  O�Qft, �- !J . ·\V .1 � =- :�. �-. .: 0 r , q o r.·i � n e ' _' c-r. r::ll e s · - fJ 7,h:.·' t:> i7-l e sh , ' ' ;;rfue r .J t  �.,f" G S , .. ... .� ._.., 

A. ".he::-· G ·c J \li c. �  o n :� � n ,  :._ :lf/? .. 
? ·. Dr- ni e l  W .  Fry , tt rrhe Whi te Sand s  Inc i de nt , "  New A ge , Lo s Ange le s , lffit. 
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A l l  s o lar s y s t em s  have 1 2  pla n e t s ,  say Adam ski ' s  fr i ends ; but 17 
Zo c l a im s  tha t the re i s  a So l ar Sy s t em Twenty - Two , thus name d be ­
c aus e i t  ha s 2 2  plan e t s  ( the 1 5 th ,  we le arn fur ther , wa s onc e name d 
Wogog but i s  now E lala -- a pl e a s i ng revi si on ) . 

Ex tra t e rre s tr i a l  r e c ords a bout Earth go back 78 mi l li on year s , 
s ay s  one s pa c eman ; 7 5 , 000 y e ar s  s ays ano the r . 

The c ra t e r s  on the Mo on were f orme d  by me t e or i t e s  and by ero si on ; 
the c ra te r s  on the Moon we re n o t  c aus e d  by me te or s or vo lc ani c a c t i on ,  
but c ame ab out b y  "ver ti c a l  £-.:·�t i on . n 

S t a t ement s a bout Ear th ' s  p a s t ,  t o o  long to quo t e , gi ve c omple t e ly 
differen t  pi ctur e s .  

If the s e  " sp a c em e n "  s e t any boundari e s  to the i r  own inf ormat i on ,  
the n omi s s i ons and c ontradic t i ons l i ke the abov e , a nd many o the r s , 
mi ght be g l o s s e d  over a s  ignor a nc e ; but they do no t .  Wi th t he exce pt­
i on of A - Len , they el l c l ai m  to be e xpert s who have trave l le d  through­
out s pac e , and the s e  s t a tement s ar e made a s  genera l i z a ti ons . 

They d on ' t  make mi s t a ke s 1  they do n ' t  t e l l  l i e s , and the i r  wor d s  
are a c cura t e ly re porte d .  Tha t b e i ng the c a s e , how c an they be s o  
obl i vi ous of e a ch o the r ' s  exi s tenc e ,  opini on s , and f ac t s ? 

Thank s  t o  the Red Que en , Charle s Fo rt , and mod e rn t e chno logy ,  we 
have forme d the hab i t  of s ay i ng wi thout thinking, " lny thing i s  po s ­
s ible . "  But the r e  se an t o  be oc ca s i ons when thi s  i s  no t true ; name l y  
whe n t w o  fac t s , mu tua l ly e xc lus i ve b y  defini ti on , would ha ve t o  c o ­
e xi s t . I t  i s  imp o s si ble fo r i t  t o  b e  day an d night a t  the s ame t ime 
in the s am e-pu a c e ; i t  i s  impo s s ib l e  f or the same ma n to be s imul tan­
e ous ly 5 f e e t tal l an d-s f e e t  t al l , or to st and on hi s he ad and hi s 
f e e t  a t  the s ame t ime . And i t  i s  imp o s s i b l e  for Cl ar i on t o  be there 
e nd no t to be the r e  at the s ame -rime . 

To sum up : e very th i ng a bout th e s e  bo oks i s  inc onsi s t en t wi th the 
the o ry tha t they ar e t rue , and fa t a l ly co nsi s t ent wi th the the ory that 
they are i nven � ons . Ther e i s  no t on e line that s t amp s the s tor i e s  a s  
" unearthly . "  The a lle ged s pa c eme n ar e n o t  nobl e i nt e l ligence s but 
b o a s t ful b r a gg ar t s ,  gi ft e d  chi efly at making excus e s . The au thors 
mak e e gregi ous blunder s . They c ontra di ct t hems el ve s .  The spa c eme n  
c on tr adi c t  e a ch o the r . The pro of offere d- i s  inade qua t e  t o  s uppo rt 
such a s t oni Sh ing c la im s . Simple pro ofs that w ould b e  unshakable ar e 
ne ver offe r e d  .. 

The Germans ha ve a s ay i ng a bout a ba dly -wr i t ten bo ok : "Es la s s t 
s i ch ni cht l e s e n n  - i t  wi l l  no t al low i t s e lf t o  be r e ad . So i t  i s  
With the s e  c ont a c t - communi ca t i on s t or i e s  -- they do n o t  a l low them­
s e lve s to be b e l i eve d . 

Ne v e r the l e s s  they a r e  be l i e ve d , ap pa r en t ly wi th no re a l  c o nc e rn 
o ve r  any i ncongrui t i e s:-and w i th i ndefini tely e l a s t i c  ope n-mind e dne s s . 
The di s c i p l e s s e em a b l e  t o  s wa l l ow ever-flims i e r  e xp lanat i ons for 
e ve r-w i ld e r  s t or ie s ;  wi th no pe rce pt i ble twi nge s of prot e s t they ha ve 
p rogr e s s e d  from b e l i e vi ng in Mr . Adamski ' s  Venusi an s ( Wh o by now s ound 
po s i t i ve ly s en s ibl e  com par e d  to th e i r s u c ce s s o r s ) t o  b e l i ev ing in 
" s ample s of ha i r  c l i ppe d fr om a 385 - pound Venusi an do g "  ( the r anking 
a b surd i t y  a s  thi s i s  wr i tt e n ,  though by t he ti m e  i t  i s  pub l i she d the 

dog mai U� A rc l i p s e d  by a Jup ,�. t e r i a n  wha l e ) o 

Why d o  b oo k s  tha t "fal l apar t i n  the hand " a s  the y  ar e r e a d ,  or 

c rumb l �  into arran t nons e ns e  unde r  any kind of exami nati on, fi nd pub­

l i s he rs an d a ma rke t ?  
I su s pe c t tha t many b e l i ever s have no t r e a l ly r e a d  the bo o�s a t  

a l l i n  any c ri t ic a l s en s e  o f  t he wo rd ,  but ha ve f orme d the i r  J Udg­

ments from th e  impre s s i ve or " s i nc e r e " pla tform m an n e r  of cont a c t e e  

l e c ture r s . The b ooks a r e  bought but ne ver real ly
.

e xamine d .  
. 

or they m ay ha ve r e a d  the b ook s and eve n  c on s 1d er e d  the obJ e c t i ons; 

but the emot i ona l value o f  the s t o r ie s t o  them i s  gre at e nough t o  

ove r-ri de a ny pro te s t s of logi c ,  part i cula rl y  whe n high - s ound ing gen­

e ra l i t i e s  l ike T o l e ran c e ,  t he s e a r ch f or th e Truth , a n d  s o  on , can be 

rung int o the a rgume nt . 



Por t i ons C opyr i ght 1 9 57 by King- S i z e  Publ i cat i ons , Inc . ;  
r e pr inte d  in pa rt fr om FANTA ST IC UN IVERSE . 

1.8 ·;:, 

I s abe l Da vi s i s  an off i c e r  of C i v i lian Sauc er Inte l li genc e  of N e w  
York , and o n e  of i t s  f oundi ng -rul i ng " B i g-Thr e e " i n  addit i on t o  Te d  
B l o e che r and Lex Mebane . 

The s e  three handl e the e d i t or i al chor e s  of publis bing C S I ' s  ma s ­
s i ve an d q ual i ta t i ve pub l i c a t i on ,  C S I  NEWS lE TTER i n  N e w  York . And 
Mi s s  Davi s i s  l arge ly re s pons i b l e  f o r  th e CS I e d i ti ng j ob on A ime 
Mi che l ' s  f i r s t  b o ok ,  in i t s Ame r i c an e di t i on ,  a s  we ll a s  the fo r th­
c oming t ran s l a ti on and e d i t e d  vers i on of Mi chel ' s  ne w book , wh i ch i s  
t o  b e  publ i s hed s hor t ly . l 

But in thi s c a s e , she ha s author e d  a m a j o r  w ork tor a we ll known 
pe ri odi c a l  by he r s e lf, drawi ng on he r i ntui t ive wi t ,  erud i t i on ,  and 
c ommon s e n s e . It i s ,  f er  a pe r son wi th such s t rong vi ews a s  tho s e  
he ld by Mi s s  Davi s ,  a ma s t e rpi e c e  o f  re s tra int . A nd , t o  te s tify to i �  
fa irne s s  and ge nui ne value , no c ont ac t e e , maga z i ne , or wr i te r  has . ye t 
t o  re ply , a l though t hi s  wri t e r  i s  c er ta in many have muttered under 
the i r  bre a th or to e a ch o the r, wi th s uch phra s e s  as " Jus t foaming at 
the m outh t "  or s om e  s uch c r i t i c al ana ly s i s .  

The work ha s b e e n  s l i ght ly e di t e d  from the or i g i na l  whi ch appe ared 
i n  FANTA ST I C  UN IVER SE , and comb i ne d  wi th ne w ma t e ri a l  wr i tt e n  e s pe c ia l­
ly f or thi s  e d i ti on .  

W HAT D' YA READ 
IS s c i en c e  f i c t i on YOUR MEAT ? 

�ma z ing s t or i e s 
� s t oundi ng 
fanta s t i c  uni ve r s e  
f ant a sy & s c i e nc e f i c ti on 
i f* 
inf i ni ty�t-
s c i enc e fi c t i on s t or i e s *  

MAYBE pra c ti c a l  s c i e nc e ? 

a ud i ocraf t 
c q  
h i gh f i de l i ty 
me chanix i llus tra t e d  
p o pula r  e le c troni c s  
p opul a r  me chanic s 
q . s . t . 
ra d i o  e le c tr oni c s  
s c i ence & me chan i c s *  

* Bim onthly 

OR WAN T T O  7 

3 . 6 5 
3 . 2 5  
3 . 7 5  
3 . 7 5  
3 . 40 
2 . 85 
1 . 90 

3 . 7 5  
3 . 7 5  
5 . 2 5  
2 . 85 
3 . 7 5  
3 . 00 
3 . 7 5  
3 . 7 5  
2 . 2 5  

O R  a vi a ti on s c i enc e ? 

a i r fac t s  
a i r  for c e  
ame r i can a vi a t i on l 
a v i a t i on we e k  
c ontac t�� 
f lying 
r o c ke t s# 
rocke t  j e t f lying# 
s kyway s 

2 . 8 5  
3 . 7 5  
4 . 7 5  
6 . 85 
2 . 7 5  
3 . 55 
1 . 85 
5 . 7 5  
3 . 55 

OR PERHA PS s tr a i ght s c i ence ? 

ge ophy s i c s# 
r o cks & minera l s * 
s c i e nc e  d i g e st 
s c i e nc e  news l e t t er 
s c i e n t i fi c  ame ri c an 
s ky & t e l e s c ope 

I B i we e kly 
# Quar t e r ly 

9 . 7 5  
2 . 7 5  
3 . 15 
5 . 00 
4 . 85 
4 . 7 5  

The s e  and any o the r peri odi c a l s --exc e p t i ng flyift.« saucer pub l i ­
c a t i ons -- c a n  b e  sub s c ribed t o  a t  c ons i d e rable s av i ng , di r e c t through 
UFO NEWSLETTER . 

We c arry a franchi s e  from one of the wo rld ' s  la rge s t  subs cripti on 
hous e s . A c a t a l og of the mo s t  popular t i tl e s  wi l l  be s ent upon y our 
re que s t ; or s e nd y our t i t l e s and we wi l l  be hap py t o  quo te pri c e s .  

S e nd re que s t s , a nd make out che c ks t o  UFO NEWSLETTER , P .  0 .  Box 
6 0 6 , Morr i s t own , New Je r s ey . Fore i gn ra te s a va i l abl� upon re que s t .  



O U R I N T E R E S T I N  1 9  

by Hans S t efan Sant e s s on 

The · o ther we ek , d o wn in Phi lade lphi a , a Sci enc e Fi cti on fan--by no 
me ans a young s t e r - came up to me and a sked , " When are you going t o  
s top publi shing tha t 'flying s auc er crap'? "  

I t old him we s d  c ontinue t o  ru n  ma teri a l  on Ufol ogy s o  l ong a s  we 
wer e  c onvinced pe ople we re in tere s t ed in the sub j e c t . 

Le t me point out , though , that FA NTASTI C UNIVERSE i s  very .defin i t ­
e ly a s c i enc e  fi c ti on maga z ine , intere s ted in chal lenging s c ie nce fi c ­
ti on and fantasy a nd i n  arti cle s such a s  " Ne w  York in 2t Hours " by Sir 
Mi le s Thoma s ,  Cha i rman of the BOAC from 1 9 4 9  t o  1956 ; L .  Sprague de 
Camp 's much di s cu s s e d  " Pfui On Psi ; "  and Le ster d e l  Rey 's chal lenging 
s eri e s  on the Earth Sa te l l i te si tua t i on ,  "Behind the Sputniks , "  in 
re c en t  i s sue s . 

A t  the s ame t ime , and thi s wi thout a l t ering our e di t or i a l  forma t , 
we have run c ons i derable ma terial on Uf ology : I sabe l Davi s ' defini t ive 
analy s i s of co nt a c t e e  wri ti ng ,  "Me e t  the Extraterre s trial , "  in the 
November 1 9 57 i s s ue ( which s e e -Ed . ); Ivan T .  Sand e r s on's s timulating 
s e ri e s , "An Introduc ti on t o  Ufo logy "  in the February 1 957 i s sue , " UFO­
Fri end or Foe " in August 1 9 57 ; "Wha t Pi lot s a UFO" in November 1 9 57 ; 
" C ontinent s in Spac e "  in February 1 9 58 ,  and " We 'l l  Never Catch Them" 
in May 1 95 8 ; C i vi li an Sauc er Inte lligence of Ne w York ' s authori ta ti ve 
c o lumns ,  " Shape s in the Sky , "  no w appear i ng monthly; and art ic le s by 
o the rs . We f e el that thi s i s  in the tradi t i on of the inqui ri ng ,  spe c­
ula t i v e ly minded s c ience fi c t i on fami li ar t o  reader s f or whom SF i s  
not ne c e s sar i ly a vray o f  life , s peak ing fanni shly or o the r wi s e , but an 
i n tr o duct i on t o  a l l  .. · t o o-po s sib le t omo rro ws . 

Ten years a go ,  in an e d i t or i al in A STOUNDI NG SC IE NCE FIC T I O N  re ­
printed in thi s i s sue , John W . Cam pbe l l  c ould di scus s flying s aucer s , 
wha t  t hey mi ght be and wh at they c ould me an , and po s si bi lit i e s of 
" e ve n  l onger range int ere s t  to sci enc e f i c t i one ers . "  

Thi s i n t e l le c tunl cur i o s i ty ab out Tomo rro w, this " s ens e of wonder" 
if I may c al l it that , appe ars to ha ve b e en suc ce ede d in s ome part s by 
a b land and bla s e ' c onformi sm ,  a var i an t  of the more nati onal ly preva ­
l en t  Ma di s on Avenue i ti s �  I n  my opini on , thi s ha s bl inded many to the 
r e a l i ty t hat whi le s cien ce f ic ti on may be a way of life , or c lo s e  to 
tha t ,  f or s ome , it is at the s ame time a gl it t er ing, never-never la nd 
f or s t ill other s ;  a morbi d ,  inbred excur s i on into abnorma l psy chology 
for s t i l l  o thers (.§. 1� Peyton Pl ac e ); a pre c i s e , humo rl e s s  and c are ­
ful ly plo tt e d  e xtrapola t i on upon a s c i ent ifi cally e st abl i shed fact for 
s t i ll o ther s ;  and a t  the s ame t ime the i r oni ca lly ti nted wi ndo ws 
through which we may c a t ch a glimp s e  of potent i al Tomorrows . 

S ome de plor e t he a b s e nc e  of uninhibi t e d  emo t i on in today ' s  s c i ence 
f i c t i on and c al l f or a r e turn t o  th e  ray-gun c ons c i ou s  r omanti c i sm  of 
the thi rti e s . Sti l l  o ther s , in an ob vi ou s r ef erenc e  to s oci a l  proph­
e sy in SF, s ay that s c i e nc e  fi c t i on can be e s c ape lit erat ur e .  " It can 
be e nj oye d by tho s e  Wh o  de sir e the d e ath o f  this wor l d, the ir wor ld , 
a t  any co s t ;  a t  t he c o st of th e birth of an othe r . "  

I di sagree bm th wi th the c a l l  for a re turn t o  the glit tering for­
mula e  o f  t he thir t ie s ,  and wi th the approving nod t o wards the sur viv­
or s of the ne o -Wa gnerian and ps eudo -Freudi an s cho ol of wri ting . 

I fe e l  t hat a bro a der appro ach i s  ne e de d , an a warenes s  of the fac t 
tha t j us t a s  the t e rm "my s t ery nove l " has c ome t o  inc lude not only 
exe rc i s e s  in Holme s ian de t e c ti on but al s o  nove l s  whi ch may c orrec t ly 
be de s crib e d  a s  soc ial portrai t s  of our time s ,  Sc ie nce Fi c t ion--a s . we 
no w s t and a t  th e dawn of the [p age Age --face s �e w re s ponsi bi l it i e s 
t o wards i t s  re a de r ship � 

One s uch re sp onsi b i li ty i s  to  explore thi s que sti on of What the 
UFOs may be e \ We c anno t  s imply shut our eye s and i ns i st that · the s e  

: "·\ , · ·  



thing s ,  what e ve r  the y may be , anima te or inan imate , machine or �� 
thought -f orm ,  do no t exi s t . T oo many pe ople , t oo many c ompe tent 
and neutra l  observer s , have s e en the s e " sh ape s in the s ky" fo r us to 
s imply shut our ey es and t e l l  the di s agre eable things to go away . 

There a re , of c our s e , two s choo l s  of th ought on thi s  subj e ct ; the 
me t aphy si c al ly minded c ontac te e s  who claim per s onal or te l epathi c 
c ont a c t wi th extrate rre s tr i a l s  c oming here i n  UFOs , and r e s e arch 
group s  like C i vi li an Sauc er Inte l l i gence and othe r s  who a s s emble and 
eva lua te exi s tent repor t s  of s i ghting s ,  rep ort ing on the s e from a 
re s earch- ins te ad of a cul t i st -· s t a ndpoint . 

The c ont a c t e e s p who have b een shut t li ng around t he c ountry and 
b e twe en here an d Mar s an d Venus in " Spac e c raf t , "  repor t  the sp a c e  
pe ople a s  b e i ng incre a singly conc erne d a s  we deve lop a succe s s i on of 
more and m ore le thal bomb s o  Some of the s e  peo ple have borrowe d , rath­
e.r fre e ly ,  from M adame Blavat sky ,  the Ba ll ards , and as sor ted o ther 
per s ona l i t i e s from the my s t i cal sha dow world of the pa st c entury ,, 
wi thout ac knowle dging the i r  indebte dne s s  to the s e  s ource s .  One of 
them i s  a s s oc i a ted wi th a mona s tery wh o s e  abbot wa s a young studen t  
when Mu wa s submerged , the mona st ery i t s e lf being i n  cont a ct--s o  we 
are t o ld --wi th the m a s t er t eacher of the Gre at Whi te Bro therhoo d  on 
Mt a Sha s ta :  an d wi th the Ma s ter Koo t  Hoomi La l Singh at Shigat s e , a 

marke t town in ( i nci dental ly ) C om.rnuni s t ·-occupie d  Tibe t . 
By way of refre shing c ontr a s t , the re are men like Ivan T .  Sander­

s on ,  publ i c at i ons such a s  UFO NEWSLETTER , and r e s e ar ch groups such a s  
Civi l i an Sauc er Int e l l igen c e  of New York , who are a ll t a ckling the 
que s ti on of what the UF10 S a re f rom a r efre shingly dif ferent vi ewpoint . 
Whi le there is a t endency in c onta c t  c i rcle s to acc ep t ,  bl indl y ,  a 
number of pa lpably unso und s ta tement s ,  there i s  none of this emot i onal 
appr o ach in C S I �  for ins tan c e , . but i n s te a d  a refus al to ac cept any 
repor t wi thout thorough ( i f po s s ibl e , f i e l d ) i nve stig ati on . The C S I  
c olumns in FANTA STI C  UNIVERSE are thus sober re c i tals o f  events in our 
ski e s , event s happ ening to pe ople l i ke our s e lve s ,  e vents whi ch i t  ha s 
no t: 1" -: n�J po s sible to di sm:t s s  a s  mirage s ,  balloons , halluc i na t i ons , and 
a l l  ·�., ... J.v o ther tempt ing alterna t ive s eo 

FANTA STI C  UNIVERSE b e gan t o  pub l i sh ma te ri a l  on thi s subj e c t ,  a s  
I ' ve a lr e a dy s �i d � be caus e o f  r e ader intere s t  i n  Ufo l ogy , wi thout 
chang ing th e e :.J.i t or i a l  f ormat of the magaz ine , an d we wi ll c ontinue to 
run mat eri a l  on it so l ong n s  we fe e l  there is  c ontinued i nt e re s t  in . 
Uf ol ogy � I pe r s onal ly fe e l  tha t ,  in the C S I  ar ti c le s --and in tho s e  by 
Ivan Sande r s on-- the re i s  s ome of that intere st in the world around us , 
tha t inqui ring mind and probing ana lyt i ca l  curi o s i ty about T omorrow, 
vrhi ch i s  the most va luable fe a ture of the f ie ld we c al l  Scie nce Fic ­
t i on �  doub ly va l�able i n  the s e  day8 when man , at  long last , i s  near to 
S pa c e  Fl i ght ! 

Hans Stefan Sant e s s on i s  the .-·� tit ori al Dire c to r  of' FANTA ST IC 
UN IVERSE s c i en c e  fi e t i on me.gaz i ne , a nd he o ccupi es a s imilar po sit i on 
wi th i t s  s i s t er King .... S i ze Publi c a t i ons ven tur e , THE SA INT mys tery mag­
a z i ne o 

Sante s s on , a r ound , j ol ly cha ra c ter wi th a di s arming Scandi navi an 
a c c ent , be l i e s  hi s inner , s ari ous s e lf . Unde rne ath. hi s pixi e -i sh at­
t i tude l i e s an a l ert mind wi th no t only tho se cer tain o dd charac ter­
i s t i c s  ne eded to be an e d i t or of a wide ly c ircula ted magaz ine , but a 
mo s t  unusu a l  man n s  we ll o 

Hans , or Stefan , a s  he i s  vari ous ly known by hi s fri end s ,  ha s long 
be en a fan of s c i e nce .fi c ti on ,  a l though FU- and hi s g uidanc e of i t - i s  
re la t ively new . Ho i s  a s  a lert a s tudent o f  good pre s ent science fi c­
t i on a s he i s  of i t s  hi s tory , backgr ound , and growing pains, and the ir 
e ffe c t  on the continue d mold ing of pre sent day fi c t i on in the fie ld . 



_� :  

In a dd i t i on t o  thi s , he can certa inly rank a s  a human i t ari an in 21 
the f ine s t  sens e . Re luc tant to  s peak about hi s a chi evements here , 
he i s  certa inly qui ck � how e ver , to l e t  his partne r  in c onve r s a t i on 
know of hi s fe el i ng s  regarding our re l a ti ons w i th pe ople from the near 
Ea s t  and o ther underdeve lope d  are a s . A so-calle d " arm-cha ir diploma t ," 
Sante s s on ha s be en the f ri e nd of scor e s  of immigrant s and o thers who 
have run afo ul of Ameri ca ' s  som e t imes befudd l ing--to say th e le a st --and 
often dow nright unj us t immigr a t i on pro c e eding s . He i s  a friend of UN 
d e lega t e s ,  a c quai ntan ce of �umerous c onsul s , c onfidant of the underdog . 

Wi th a pe rson of such out�� i ght democra cy , 1 t i t:t  not too surpri sing 
that , wi s tfully or no t ,  he might have turne d hi s eye s upward � to  in­
qui re wha t  wa s t her·e , whe ther to find so me thing be tter , or merely a 
new cha llenge , s ome thing d iffe rent . 

Hi s i s  the guid ing force whi ch introduced King-S i z e  Publ ic ati ons 
to  C i vi li an Sau cer Int e l l igence of New Y ork and other s auce r  pers onal ­
i t i e s . Hi s i s  the fault --and the credi t--f or ente ring int o the serie s 
of arti c le s -- s ome not so good , mo s t ly fine , some br i ll i ant --whi ch ha s 
gra c e d  the page s of FANTA STIC UNIVERSE s i nce Ivan Sanders on ' s  fi ne 
" Introducti on to Uf ology " appeared fir s t  in February 1 9 57 ( la ter of­
fered in repr i n t  form to FU readers , a l so to a ppe ar in other UFO per­
i odi ca l s ) .  S ante s s on ,  a good fri end of San de r s on �  punningly s ays 
they ' re no r e lat ion o  

Thi s February i s sue al so co nta ine d one of the fi ne s t  analy s e s  of 
the " c onta c t "  fringe ( ye a  Cra zy Qui l t ) ye t t o  a ppe ar , wri tten by Dean 
McLaughl in , und e r  the t i t le " How to Be a Sauc e r  Author , "  a s  we ll a s  a 
fine s auc e r  c over by fam e d  a rti s t  Ke lly Fre a s ,  nam e s  read ily rec ogni z ­
e d  b y  any s c ience f i ct i on fan . 

The f i r s t  a c cumula t ion of th ought s by C SI of New York a ppe ared the 
fol lowi ng month ( March 19 57 ) an d s t arting in Novemb er be came a regular 
m onthly fe a ture of FU , an d an award -de serving one at that . 

Neverthe l e s s , d ue t o  r e a s ons th at wi ll be appa rent in the abo ve 
arti c le and e ls e where in thi s i s sue , m any of Sant e s s on ' s  readers s aw 
f i t t o  obj e c t . Thus the a r t i c le above , a defense t o  an offense born 
of :�ars of de fense . 

Sant e s s on i s  a l l owed one sma l l  page of edi t or ia l comment per i s s ue 
of FU ; ha rdly enough to truly expound hi s vi ews . We are hap py indee d  
that he cho s e  UFO NIDVSLETTER a s  the vehi cle i n  which to en la rge on hi s 
o pinion s , re a s ons , an d o the r c omment s about Ufo logy and Sc ien ce Fi ction 
a s  a whole � 

· 

( Adverti s ement ) 

Thi s i s  a new publ i c a t i on whi ch wa s fir s t  publi she d late in 1 9 57 . It 
is publi she d  by the R ocke t C i ty A s tr onom i c a l As s o c i a ti on ,  in Hunt s ­
ville , A l abama , the home o f  the Re d s t one Army rocke t s and gui de d mi s ­
s i le Ar senal . The firs t i s sue c arr i e s  art i c le s wri t ten by such out­
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F I C T I O N :  O U T  OF T H t S  W OR L D  22 

by Charle s and Carolyn Planck 

It wa s very hot on Dead Hor s e  Point - hot ,  and a s  qui e t  and pla c i d  
a s  the C o l o rado looke d , lying l ike a l o o p  of y e l l ow ribbon o n  the 
�loor of the canyon twenty-thre e hundre d  fe e t  be low . 

And then bedlam . Two pai rs of fe e t , running pell-me l l  over s and 
and lo o s e  r ock ; two boy s ' voi c e s ,  charge d wi th exc i tement , splintering 
s i e s t a  for the ir fam i l i e s  encamped on the canyon ' s  r im .  

"A flying s auc e r t A flying s auc e r ! We s aw i t  - we saw it l " 
Frank Ho oper c ame out of hi s tent like a rocke t and s e i ze d  hi s 

s on ' s  arm . "Where ? "  he demanded ,  scanning the sky in a c i rc le . 
" It ' s gone now , but we s aw i t . Hone s t , Dad , we did . "  Herbie 

Ho oper ' s  face wa s a s  re d a s  a Utah sunse t  .• 

The o ther membe rs of the c amp sho ok off s leep and came out of the 
t e nt s  t o  j oin i n  drawing the s t ory f.rom the boys . 

"Take i t  s l ow ,  kid s , "  John Mader s ai d ,  " and tell us j us t  what 
happened . "  

Mar t in Mader began � "We were j us t  going al ong the road looking 
for the knife I l o s t  ye s terday � and ta lking , and no t looking up , or 
anything . And a l l of a sudde n ,  the re it was � " 

"But i f  you weren ' t  looking up , how di d you happen to s e e  i t ? "  
demanded hi s s i ster , Ma rgare t ,  wi th l i ttle gi rl logi c . " 

"We d i dn ' t  s e e  i t  a t  fir s t , " s a id Martin s o lemnly , "we s or t  of 
f e l t  i t . "  

' Ye ah , " Herbi e c orroborated , " s ome thing made us both s t op ta lking 
a ll a t  onc e and l ook up , and the re i t  wa s ,  real c l o s e . "  

"Wha t sor t of craf't wa s i t ? "  
"Wa s i t  c l o se enough for you t o  s e e  any pe ople ? "  
Frank Hooper ' s  and John Mader ' s que s ti ons came s imul tan e ous ly ,  

e a ch typ i c a l  of the man who voi ced i t . Ho oper , the a er onauti c a l  
eng i ne e r ,  intere s te d  f'ir s t  i n  te chni c a l  aspe c t s . Mader , s c i on o f  
genera t i ons o f  Quaker s , thi nking a lway s i n  human terms . 

" It wa s r ound , "  s a id Herb i e , " and i t  sort of . hovered ,  like a he l i -
c op ter , but i t  wa s n ' t  clo se enough to s e e  the pi lot , o r  anything . " 

"And then , "  s a i d  Ma?:"tin , " i t wa s gone , fas ter than a j e t . "  
n Fa s ter than j e t , " the awed Herbie e choe d . 
They t a lked about fly i ng s aucers a gre a t deal after tha t . Ea ti ng 

supper tha t night on one of the huge t able rocks , wa tching the unbel ­
i evabl e page ant of c o lor a s  the sun marched up the s culptured canyon 
wall s , turning red and ye l l ow to purple and blue , wa i ting for the moon 
to make i t s  s i lve red inva s i on .  

" I 'm perf e c t ly wi ll ing to leave a ll the the ori z ing about a e rodyna� 
i c s  t o  you , Frank , " John Mader s a i d , when the paper pla te s had be en 
fe d to the camp f i re and the women ha d fini shed fus s i ng wi th the 
scraps of f'ood . "Wha t worri e s  me i s  - if they are from outer space • • •  " 

" I thought we ' d  agreed on the. t , "  Hooper slipped i nto one of Mader's 
me a sured c onver s a t i on paus e s . "A s for me , I ' m perfe c tly wi lling to 
a c ce p t  them a s  s ome thing out of' thi s world . I c an ' t  accept the the ory 
tha t they ' re man-ma de for the simple r e a s on tha t none has ever crashe d 
and man j us t  c an ' t make tha t kind of a perfec t  machine ye t . And a s  
f o r  the Rus s ians maki ng them � we ll • • • " 

Hooper s t opped in mid flight , l ooke d a t  Mader and grinned .  "You 
know , thi s i s  the dangde s t  sub j e c t  f'or conve r s a t i on . I be t I ' ve told 
you my theorie s a good d o z e n  time s ,  and he re I am s tarting on the 
l e c ture agai n . " 

" Some t ime s you repe a t  your j oke s ,  to o ,  de ar , "  Grace Hooper s a id 
mi ldly . 

"We l l , maybe thi s s t ory i s  l ike a good j oke , wo rth te lling twi ce . 
Some day I ' ll  ge t my hand s on one of tho se  s auc ers and se e what make s 



i t  t i ck - if a l o t of them don ' t  l and and bl ow us a l l  to b i t s  23 
f i r s t ! "  

" C ar e ful , Frank , you ' r e a b out t o  j oi n  the Army aga i n , "  Ma der s a i d  
d ryly � puffing a t  hi s p ipe and wa t ching the f i r s t  l i t tle s l i c e  o f  the 
mo on r i s e  above the me s s . 

" I ' l l be t a j e t c ould ha ve c aught tha t s a uc e r  t o day . I be t a g o o d  
j e t  p i l o t c o.uld have sho t  i t  d own t "  

".And why sho o t  i t  d own ? "  C ar o lyn Ma der demand e d  qui ckly of her 
s on ,  worr i e d  l i ke any Quaker mo ther at the bl o o dthir s t ine s s  of he r 
y oung s te r . 

" No r e a s on wha t s oe ve r  t o  s ho o t  i t  d own , n he r husband answered and 
H o ope r chime d i n ,  a l i t t l e  be l l i ge rent ly . 

" Sure , sure . I a gr e e . No re a son . But j e e p e r s , how do you know 
wha t the i r  i nt ent i ons are ? Wha t are the y going to do to us ? What 
kind o f  we apons ? Are they pe ople - l i ke us , or what ? Bow do y ou 
know? "  

" Now y ou ' ve intr oduc e d  my l e c tur e , " Ma der s ai d . n shal l  I repe a t  
i t ,  o r  d o  we ha ve s ome ne w angle t o  explore ? I mer e ly me an tha t. i f  
the Army g e t s  a t  the s e  vi s i tors f i r s t ,  they ' l l tre a t  them a s  e nemie s -
why we c ould muff the cha nc e t o  ge t knowle dge of a c i vi li z a t i o n  beyond 
o ur wi l de s t  dre am s  • . .  " 

" Sur e we ' ve go t a ne w angle , "  Herbi e Ho op e r  p i ped , hi s 14 ye a r  old 
vo i c e  thre a t e ni ng a ny mi nute to qua ve r and dr op an o c tave . "We ' ve got 
a s a uc e r  r i ght he re on De a d  Hor s e  Po int . Wha t if i t  c ome s ba c k ?  
Wha t ' l l w e  d o ? "  

" I ' l l fai nt , "  pr om i s e d  Gra c e  Ho oper wi th f i na li ty . 
" B oy ,  I know wha t I ' m gonna d o , "  s ai d  Ma r t i n . " I 'm g onna have my 

c ame r a  r e a dy be fore the s un c ome s up . I ' ll g e t  a p i c ture o£ tha t  
thing if i t  c ome s b a c k . "  

Sauc e r  talk di e d  out then , like the embe r s  of the c am p  fi re , an d 
the c ampe r s  we re c aught i n  the s pe l l  o f  the de s e r t  night . The moon , 
hove r i ng above the c anyon , be gan to p a i nt a s i lv e r  mys tery whe re the 
s un ,  by day , ha d swe p t  i t s  g o ld en brush dow n the red c l i ff s ,  over the 
j ut t i ng pinna c l es on the c a nyon fl o or . The s ame sc e ne wi th differ ent 
s tage l i ghting . The gr and eur wa s s ti l l the re , bu t the t one wa s e e ri e  
a s  the wal l s  s e em e d  t o  r i s e  wi th impe rc ept i ble mo vement , up out of the 
b l a ckne s s  be l ow . 

Wa tchi ng , C arolyn Nader thought she would be t e rrif i e d  by the ma j ­
e s ty and the beauty were i t  no t f o r  the warm pre s e nc e  of fami ly and 
fri end s about he r .  Ye t she would no t have wi she d to be e l s ewhe re . 
De a d  Hor s e  P o int wa s the c l imax , s o  fa r ,  o f  the ir annual vac a t i on .  

Re s i dent s . of Moab � the ne are s t  t own ,  we re a c cus t ome d t o  s e e i ng a 
few tour i s t s  e a ch summe r  push the i r  c ar s  f�rty mi le s farther a c ro s s  the 
barr e n  m e s s  to m arve l a t  the Point , but the i d e a  of camp i ng the re -
tha t wa s s ome thi ng unhe ar d of unt i l  the se two fami l i e s  ha d c ome a l l  
the way fr om Wa shing t on , D .  c .  Wha t , Moab wonde r e d , wa s the re t o  d o  
on the Po int e x c e p t  admire the s c enery , and i t  did not o c cur t o  the 
vi s i to r s  t o  t a lk about the ac t i vi t i e s  tha t f i l le d  the i r  days . For the 
chi l dr e n ,  unending que s t s for wi ld f l owe rs , i n s e c t s , but t erfl i e s , 
r o ck s ; the making and baking o f  po t t ery i n  the ki ln impr o vi s e d  by the 
me n and boy s ; pho t ography ; and f or the adult s e s pe c ia l ly ,  a gre a t  de al 
of r e a d i ng and di s cus s i ng of books . Ye s ,  the day s humme d  l i ke a 
fa c t o ry , C ar o lyn Made r c onc e d e d , but the nigh t s  wer e  a l i t t l e  - we i rd . 

Marg ar e t huddl e d  aga ins t he r mo ther , s e e ing the gho s t s  of the 
c ondemne d he ard of wi ld hor s e s whi ch ha d gi ve n  the Point i t s  name and 
hi s t ory ; he aring the shout s of the c owboy s a s  they ro de call ou s ly 
away , dri ving the g o o d  hor s e s before them , le aving the cul l s  t o  roam 
the barren fi f t e e n  a c re s of the Po i nt , unable t o  fi nd the narrow ne ck 
l e a di ng back to the pla ins , s l owly s tarving and thi r s ting to d e a th .  
The chi ld shivere d ,  an d th e  m o ther , unde r s t anding t he mood , c a ll e d out 
f i rmly : " B lanke t t ime ! n  



Ins i d e  th� i �  s l e e ping b ag s , the two boy s droppe d off i nt o  24  
luri d  dr e am s  o f  d o g  fi ght s be twe en dar i ng Ame r i c an j e t pi l o t s  end 
f lying s auc er s . S o  vivi d were the i r  dr eam s  tha t they admi t t e d  to e a ch 
o the r next mo rning --but ne ver t o  a dult s or t o  Margare t -- tha t pe rhaps 
they ha d j us t  ima g i ne d  the s a uc er i n  the s ky the afterno on before . 

The s e  d oubt s ,  howeve r ,  we re d i s pe ll e d when the fam i li e s drove i nt o  
Mo ab a f t e r br e a kfa s t  to s t o ck up o n  gro c e ri es . Moab had s e en the s a u­
c e r  t o o , a nd the s ight ha d l e f t  the wh o l e  t ovm " s auc er-eye d n  a s  Gra c e  
Hooper punne d .  Had the s auc e r  be en s e en o n  De ad Hor s e  Po i nt , t o o ? 
Mar t i n  and Herbi e be c ame the import ant nuc l e us of a group on the s i de ­
wa lk , ma t chi ng impre s s i ons of s i z e  and s pe e d . 

John Ma d e r  smi l e d  and went t o  the pos t off i c e . He wa s no t smi ling 
when he c am e  out wi th the e a s t e rn pape r s  i n  hi s hand . 

Flyi ng s auc e r s  had b e e n  s e en b a c k  home i n  Wa sh ing t on ,  t o o , and s o  
pe r s i s t e nt ly tha t  a lmo s t  e very one had s e en them . The Penta gon wa s re ­
fus i ng to answe r a ny i nqui r i e s , but the e s tabli shment o f  a mili tary 
a i r  pa tro l and the r e -a pp e aranc e of ant i - a i r c raf t guns on the r oof s of 
gove rnme nt bui l d ing s  t ol d  c i vi l i ans m ore c onvi nc ing ly than any prev­
i ous d e nia l s  tha t the s auc e r s  were no t the c l a nde s tine chi ldren of the 
A i r  For c e . No so oner , howeve r �  ha d the C a pi t a l  be en a l e r t e d  than the 
s auc e r s  sp e d  off t o  a ppe a r  in even gr ea ter number s over Nor th Dak o ta . 
The Pe ntagon wa s pani cke d when Bi sma r ck a s ked for pr o te c t i on tha t 
would have me an t  l e aving Wa sh i ng t on ungua rde d . 

"Doggone i t , "  Mad e r  s a id to H o o per a s  they drove ba c k  t o  c amp . 
"Thi s prove s e xa c t ly my c ontenti on . He re we g o  a c t i ng. on the e nemy 
premi s e --ge t t i ng re ady t o  sh o o t  f i r s t  and a s k  que s t i ons la ter-- s t i ckilg 
our fe ebl e  l i t t le gun s a t  them l i ke a ki d thumbing hi s no s e  a t a c o p l "  

"Wha t would you d o ? "  Ho oper cha l lenged wi th a grin .  

I I  

Mader ha d a chanc e t o  me e t  tha t cha l le nge very s o on .  A s aucer 
l ande d  n De a d  Hor se Po i nt a t  t en next morn i ng . 

I t  l a nd e d  i n  a s l i ght draw be twe e n  two ro ll ing hi l l s  about two 
mi l e s a way from the c amp . Be tween i t  a nd the tens e wa t e r s  wa s a ragged 
l ine o f  c o t t onwo o d s , but H e rb i e ' s  " 1 9 -power 1 e xplo re r , f..:t.lrable pl a s t i c" 
t e l e s c ope ( 2 5 c e n t s  and two boxto p s ) re ve a le d  movement of a t  le a s t two 
l i ve b e i ng s  abo ard the craft , a lthough i t  di d no t sh ow any de ta i l s  of 
s i z e � shape , or s truc tur e . 

A l l  day the s auc e r  an d t he c am p  were vi s - a -vi s . No one venture d 
from e i ther group t oward the o the r . Gra c e  Ho oper di d no t fa int , but 
the fa c e s  of b o th women t o l d  how de t e rmi ne dly they were bo th fi ght i ng 
f e a r . The y wa t che d o ver the ch i ldr en l ike cluc ki ng he ns wi th a hawk 
ne arby . 

Mad e r , of c our s e � wa s a l l  f o r  g o i ng s tr a i ght o ve r  to the s auc e r , 
and s o  we r e  the b oy s o Hoo pe r  a dvi s e d  wa i t i ng fo r t he newc ome r s t o  

make the f i r s t mo ve . 
S o  the morning wor e  on e Lunch wa s e a t en on parade wi th every face 

s tra i ght t owar d  the gre a t  my s tery . 
A l l  r·, ·� onc e a s ingl e  figure mo ved out t oward them from the fringe 

of tre e s , and they wa t che d  bre a thl e s s ly a s  i t  a dvanc e d  over the two 
mi l e s of m e s a  t oward the c amp . 

" I  thi nk we ' d  be t ter l e a ve - on the d oub l e , n  Frank Hoo pe r  s ai d . 
" N o  us e t ak i ng cha nc e s . Af t e r  al l ,  we have the wi ve s and ch i l dren 
he r e . Wha t do you s ay , John ? "  

" I  s ay ,  Fr ank , "  Mader ' s  vo i c e  wa s de e p  an d  s o lemn a s  a. ba s s  pi ano 
cho rd , " I  s ay he re appro a chi ng us i s  one of the gr e a t moment s in the 
wor l d ' s  hi s t ory o We ar e fortuna t e  pe opl e . Thi s man-- thi s be i ng-­
wha t e ve r  he i s , co me s a s  a fri end . A t  l e a s t  I be l i eve he do e s . Le t ' s  
me e t  him a s  a fr i e nd . " 



The fa s c i na t i on of the appro a ch ,  whi ch s e em e d  t o  gain in 25 
r a p i d i ty as the d is t anc e di mini sh e d ,  fr o z e  the s e ve n  wa i t ing pe ople 
i nt o  hypno t i z e d  immobi l i ty . 

The f i r s t  word s , sp o ken i n  pre c i s t  Eng li sh ,  ha d a s ort of me tal li � 
though no t unpl e a s ant ring : " I  am Xe ni an . I c ome a s  a fr ie nd from a 
fr i en dly p l an e t . "  

I t  wa s the hi s t ori c moment , but John Mader ' s  l i p s  we re dry , hi s 
vo i c e  par a ly s e d a  N o t  so Herbi e .  He l b oked e ag er ly up into the gre a t  
f ac e  an d c rie d ,  "Why , you • •  oY OU 1 re a lmo st l ike US ! " 

I I I  

I n  an o the r two days--Xenian ha ving s i gnal l e d  t o  hi s craf t that he 
would no t re turn a t  onc e -- · the Ame r i c an s learne d a gre a t  de a l  from 
the i r  vi s i t or ,  nd the Ve nus i a n ,  in turn , had be e n  able to veriffy per­
s ona l ly many de t a i l s  in the s tudy o f  the ·Ear th tha t hi s plane t  had 
be e n  maki ng f or more than two hundre d  ye a r s . " A s  one of y our wri te r s  
r e c e n t ly s urmi s e d , " s ai d  Xeni a n . 

An obvi ous f i r s t  que s t i on ha d be en how Xe nian ha d le ar ned Engli sh . 
" In s cho o l , "  he t ol d  the de l i ght e d  chi l dre n , and went on t o  ex­

pla i n  tha t l ong before Mar c oni , the Venus i ans ha d li s tene d t o  ear th­
t a lk wi th thei r own d e v i ce s and the ir l ingui s t s  had de c i phe red many 
langua g e s wi thout t oo much d i ff i cult y . Rad io , When fi nal ly e a r thme n 
b egan t o  us e i t , ha d , of c our s e  made the s tudy of l anguage s e a s i e r . 
He ha d e ven pi cke d out hi s own nam e --ror purpo s e s of thi s e a rth vi s i �  
by l i s t e ni ng t o  a le c tur e by a pr ofe s s or o f  Gr e ek and l e arning tha t 
the word " xe ni a "  me ant g i ft s of fri e nd shi p . 

Ma der and Ho oper l o oke d di s turbed an d wh ims i c al ly am u s ed Wh e n  they 
l e a rne d tha t the i r  own c onv er s a t i o n ,  everyt hing tha t ha d trans pired in 
the c amp ,  had be en ove rhe ard thro ugh the advanc e d  eave s dr opp i ng e quip­
ment of the fly i ng s auc e r .  

"We we re a t tr a c t e d  f i r s t  by the no ve l ty of y our c amping si te , "  
Xeni an t o ld th em . " Mo s t  Am er i c an s  we have ob se rve d , pre fe r t o  cro wd 
in wi th the i r  fe l l ows on a b e a ch ,  or a t  l e a s t  a mounta in l ake wi th a 
t own a nd a c inema ne al) by . We want e d  t o  s e e  how you wo uld o c cupy 
your s e l ve s , a nd we we re impr e s s e d  by y our inne r re s ource s ,  and there ­
fore no t i f i e d  our s p a c e  shi p tha t we wo uld l i ke t o  ven ture a c onta c t  
wi th y o u . "  

"We l l , "  s a id Hooper wi th a gr in , " I  gue s s  we ' re luc ky o l d John here 
g ot us on re c ord wi th the r ight kind of tal k  about how we ought t o  
r e c e i ve any int e rplane t ary vi si to r s .  J ohn ' s  a lway s c ontende d  agai n s t  
v i ole nc e , though . Woul dn ' t  be a s o ld i er and ki l l  whe n we had our 
war s ,  an d I honor him f or i t . "  

" You should , " Xeni a n  nodde d .  " Vi olence ha s be en e l imina t e d  from 
our s o c i e ty . We ha ve ha d no war fo r 20 gener a t i ons . We ha ve been • • •  " 
he paus e d  and smi l e d  . • •  " one v1orld f c :'  s o  l ong tha t we f ind i t  extrem­
e ly di f f i c ul t  to unde r s t and yo� c onc e pt of na t i ona l s o ve re i gnty . T o  
u s  i t  i s  ve s ti g i a l  o f  tri be s - c lans - barbar i c  - pr im i t i ve • • • '' 

But the que s t i o n tha t st umpe d them a l l--vi s i t o r , parent s an d chi l ­
dren-- wa s how to c onvinc e  the re s t  of the bi l l i ons of pe ople o n  Earth 
tha t the few bi l l i on i nhabi tant s of Ve nus we re r e a l , were fr i e ndly . " 

" Be fo r e  y ou l ande d , " Fr ank Ho ope r s a i d to Xe nian , "y ou he ar d us 
t a lking about how the Anny and the Na vy wo ul d g e t  out the guns the mi� 
ute a fly ing s auc e r  did m a t e ri a l i z e . • •  " 

"And , j us t  t o  be fa ir to the m i l i tary , "  Ma der inte rrupt ed, "how 
the p o l i t i c i ans a nd the di ploma t s  and the c i t i zens a s so c i at ions would 
howl i f  they d idn ' t ge t out the guns . " 

"Are the re no r e a l i s t s i n  y our Ame r i can s o cie ty , "  s a i d  Xenia n ,  
dry ly , " who r e a l i z e that even a hyd rogen b omb canno t be exp l o de d  up­
ward a g ai n s t  us ? "  



1 
" Sure ly Wa shington unde r s t ands tha t now , " s a i d  Grac e  Ho oper , 26 

' after ge tt ing exc i t ed ove r y our few flying sauc e r s  there , and 
waking up next day t o  find you ' d swi tched them to th� Dako ta s . "  

" I t  wa s no t our inten tion to fright en by tha t demons trat i on , " 
Xenia n a s sur e d  her . " It wa s more of a te st t o  s e e  j u s t  how we might 
be re c e i ve d  i f  we did a t tempt a land ing in your c a p i tal .. " 

"We l l , i t ' s  a ci nch y ou c an ' t  land the re c o ld , " Ho oper s ai d .  
" There ' l l have to be a s e l l ing j ob done fir s t . "  

"Exa c tly , "  Mader agre e d , going off i nto one of hi s dre am y  s t ar e s . 
" Thi s mus t be p lanne d , and planned we l l . Fir s t  of a l l ,  Xenian , we 
m i ght a s  we ll a dmi t nobo dy wi l l  j u s t  take our word for i t  tha t y ou · are 
re a l , and to s ay the le a s t , harmle s s . We wi l l  ne e d  pho t o graphs , 
s ke t che s , de ta i l s , e vi denc e  - a l l  the proof we can a s s emb le . Even 
the n I f e e l  qui te s ure one s e gm ent of the publi c and the pre s s  wi l l  
brand u s  a s  fakers . "  

" The pr e s s ! "  s ni ffe d Caro lyn Mad e r . " I do n ' t  think I could e ve n  
c onvince the wome n i n  my block . They think I ' m hipped o n  inte rna t i on­
al re l a t i ons al r e a dy  - if I go home a nd s tar t t a l ki ng about inter­
p l ane tary d i p l omacy • • •  " 

" Tha t ' s  the s i xty-four d ol lar que s ti on ,  al l right , "  Frank Ho oper 
nodd e d . " How t o  ge t the e ar  of s ome body i n  a high p o s i ti on who wi ll 
be l i e v e  us an d hel p  p e r s uade the re s t  of the worl d t o  re a c t inte l l i ­
gently . "  

"You m e an the Pre s i dent , mayb e , huh , Dad ? "  Herbi e wan t e d  to khow . 
"Ye s . "  
" I  know , " s a i d  Ma rgare t eagerly . "We could j us t  go int o  Moab and 

buy that b i g  tra i l e r  we s aw the o ther day and put Xe ni an i n  i t  and 
dri ve him ri ght up t o  the Whi te Hou s e ! "  

The gr own-ups l o oke d a t  e a ch o ther fo oli sh ly . " Out of th e  mouths 
of babe s , "  s aid he r f a ther s l owly . 

But Xen i an sh ook hi s he a d .  "An exce l len t s ug ge s t i on were i t  n o t  
tha t i t  take s a c rew o f  t o t o  ope r a t e  my craf t . My c ompani on c ould 
not ge t back to the s pa c e  s hi p  a lone , and every hour we s tay over th� 
on t ne me s a  the more r i s k  we run of d i s c ove ry by s �me pe ople o ther 
than y our s e lve s .  Wha t we do mus t  be done qui ckly . "  

He we nt on the n ,  to out l ine a p l an : the y  would al l go ove r  t o  th e  
fly i ng s a uc e r . H o ope r would make comp l e te no te s of the me chani c a l  d e ­
t ai l s .  The y would co lle c t  a l l  the movabl e e vi dence of it s outer­
worl dne s s  tha t c ould be spare d . The r ema i nder o f  th e campers ' Kodak 
and movi e f ilm would be us e d . The y w ould agre e on the s o rt of thing s  
tha t sh oul d b e  s a i d  in the fi r s t  radi o br oadc a s t  t o  be made from the 
Venus i an shi p s  to the Ear th i f  Mader a nd  Ho ope r c ould per s uade the 
Pre s i dent t o  a sk the re s t  of t he world t o  li s te n . 

It wa s the be s t  plap they c o uld devi s e , but a s  they re vi e we d  i t ,  
si t ting around the c am pf ire the ni ght before the s auce r  wa s to take 
off �or the spa c e  shi p and the vac a t i one er s were to hurry home , it did 
not s e em qui t e  s trong e nough a pla n  to take to a skepti c a l  wor ld . 

"They wi l l  have t o  be l i e ve the phy s i c a l  evi dence we take back -
tha t ' s  fac t , "  Hoo pe r  s a id t o  Xe ni an , " but c an we convin ce them tha t 
your fr i e nd l ine s s  i s  a fa c t  t o o ? "  

Tha t , o f  c o ur s e , w a s  the c ore o f  the problem ,  and wh i le the grown­
up s s i l ent ly s e arche d  the i r  mind s  for a be t te r  so luti on , Herbi e drew 
Mar t i n  a si de for an exc i t e d , whi sp ere d c onf erenc e . Fina lly they 
s trode back into the c i rc le of f i re light . 

"We have a p l a n  to pr ove the fr i e nd l ine s s , "  Herbie s a id e arne s t ly .  
" Pl e a se , ple a se , l e t  us try our plan ! "  

When Sh e  he ar d him expla in i t ,  Grace Ho oper di d  faint . 

IV 



The thing tha t  fi na lly pro du c e d  a gr e eme nt on the boys ' plan 27 
wa s Martin t s  a s tut e ne edl ing . " You wants taal k t o  the Pre s ident , 
d on ' t  you ? We ll , I be t cha thi s i s  the way t o  g e t to him . n 

I t  wa s .  
The Pr e s ident re c e i ve d  Ma de r and Ho ope r two day s a fter the ir 

r e tur.n to Wa sh i ng t on � The n  h e  put the pho t ographi c la bor a to ri e s t o  
work mak i ng innume rab l e  p i c ture s an d pr ints of the ne ga t i ve s , ske t ch e s  
and p i e c e s o f  e qu i pme nt brought from the s au c e r . H e  c al l e d  a pr e s s  
c onf e r e nc e  s o  obvi o usl y t o  mak e  a n  announceme nt o f  wo rld - sh a king imp ­
ortan c e  th at he b o r r owe d the Hous e chamber i n  or de r t o  s que e z e  in a l l  
the rep or ter s .  

Then , whi l e  C ong re s s  a nd the c ountry -- the who l e  w or ld in fac t--wa s  
ga s ping o ve r  the s t o ry ,  devouri ng t he p i c tur e s , the Pre si dent ma de 
a no the r a nn ounc emen t .  The re would be an i n t e rp l ane t ar,r bro adca s t  a t  
noon the ne xt day . 

The br o a dca s t , simult an e ously tran s la t e d  f or for e ign s tat i ons , wa s 
d e l i v e r e d  by Xe nia n fr om hi s s auc er twenty mi l e s above Wa shi ng t on ,  well 
out o f  r e a ch of any Ear th a i r craf t , and on a fre que ncy he and Hooper 

had a gr e e d upo n  at De a d  Hor s e  Poi nt . 
H i s  a ddre s s  had the s impl i c i ty of a Jeffe r s on draf t o f  the De c lar­

a ti on of Indepen d e nc e  or a tre a ti se by Franklin . I t  wa s unde r s t and­
abl e t o  any man on Earth . 

" We c om e  to vi si t y our p l an e t in pe a c e , "  Xe nian ' s  s trange , me t a l ­
l i c  vo i c e  said (' nwe ha ve n o  p la ns fo r vi o l en c e  or co nf l i c t . W e  e s t i ­

m a t e  tha t  o ur  c i v i l i z a t i on i s  s e veral c en turi e s  ahe a d  o f  y our s  on 
Earth , and we bel i e ve our knowl e dge c an he lp you . If i t  c an , we wi ll 
b e  gla d . 

" Fo r  e xampl e ,  we ha ve no can(' e r  on Venus anymore . Many , many 
y e a r s  ago , our d o c t or s  di sc ove re d how t o  cure , an d e ve ntual ly how t o  
pr e vent thi s di s e a s e . Thi s i s  b e yond t he m em o ry of any now l i ving on 
Venus , but it i s  i n  our re c ords . We wi ll gla dl y  put all the s e  r e cord s 
a t  the di sp os a l  o f  y our me d ic al sc i enti s t s . I can bring you a few 
fa c t s  now so that your do ct or s  may j udge f or the ms e lve s the me ri t s  of 
our di s c o ve r i e s . "  

The d o c t or s  an d t he t e chn i c i an s  l i s ten ing to Xen ian we re ama z e d . 
The y  l e a rne d enough from hi s " few f a c t s " to put them twenty ye a r s  
ahe a d  in r e s e a r ch .  

"And so wi th so c i a l  c an c e r s , to o , " Xeni an con tinue d , " par t i cu l arly 
war . You know a l re ady what the ba c t e r i a  o f  war ar e ,  but in at tempt ing 
t o  s t amp out the s e  b a c t e r i a t. y ou ki l l  no t them , but only your s e lve s .  
We , on the o ther hand , lo · .-.·� a formula for pe a c e  that i s  far more than 
the mere ab s e nc e  of war . We wi l l  gi ve y ou tha t fo nn ul a  i f  y ou wi l l  
a c c e p t  i t . 

"A l l  we a sk i n  r e turn i s  the opportuni ty t o  la nd on Ear th and me e t  
y ou . We want t o  c a rry y our pe a c e ful gre eting s  back t o  our plane t . If 
y ou agr e e , and w i l l  s o  br o adc a s t t o  us , we w i l l  land on the day you 
s e t , and at tha t  t ime we w i l l  offer y ou pr o of -- pro of bey ond a l l  po s ­
s i ble doub t - tha t we a re a fri e ndl y pe ople . "  

There wa s more in the s am e  ve i n ,  an d i t  wa s s o  di re c t  and s o  pe r ­
sua s i ve tha t the ske p t i c al and the sus pi ci ous ha d gre a t  di ff i culty 
di ggi ng do ub le me cn i ng s  out of the si mp le wo r ds . C o lumni s t s , comme n­
t a t or s  and would -be no t ab l e s  had to s t ra i n  and s tre t ch the words out 
of sha pe to find new ang l e s  in the trem endo us public di s cu s s i ons tha t 
f o l l owe d .  The Pre sid e nt a ske d the pe ople wha t he ought to d o , and 
truck l o a d s  of ma i l  and t e le grams pi l e d  up in the e xe cuti ve offic e s  for 
ana ly si s .  � i ft e d  d own , i t  wa s cle a r  tha t the ve rd i c t  of t he pe ople , 
the e ve ry day , unor gani Z 9 d Ame r i c ans , wa s for c omp le t e co ope r a t i on and 
pe a c e ful re c e pti on a S o  the gre at day o f  a rr i val wa s s e t and Xenian 
no t ifie d .  

The mi l i tary c ouns e l l e d  extreme c aut i on and w a nt e d  a gre a t  show of 
d e fen s e  fo r c e s .  The Se cre t S e rvi ce ve t oe d  e ve ry p la n  pro po s e d  by wh un 



the Pre s i de nt would be able t o  mee t the vi s itor s i n  per so n ,  but 28 
the Pre s i d en t  planned right ahe ad . The Hoope r s  and Madera went 
i nt o  hiding to  e s c ape t he whi te ho t gl are of publ i c i ty t urned on them . 
Some membe rs of C ongre s s  made e ight co lumn s tr e amer headl ine s every 
day for the ye llow s e gment of the dai ly pre s s ,  and delivered ma gnifi ­
c ent a ddre s se s , a ll gho s t  wri tten , warn ing of the impend ing l o s s of 
our l i be r t� e s ,  the de s tr uc t i on of our sacred heri tage , the ens lavement 
o� the w orld by inhuman mon s ter s , bent upon co nqueri ng the unive r s e . 
Appea s eme nt - or hone s t ,  manly defens e aga ins t aggre s si on ,  shouted 
the s e  or a t o rs , the s e  are our cho i c e s . The s e  cre a ture s from outer 
spa ce c an und e r s tan d  only one t hing - for c e ! De st roy them a ni  their 
devi li sh m achine s wherever they show thems e l ve s ! 

Strangely ,  howe ver , a few top offi c ial s were unaff e c t e d  by al l 
thi s c l amor . They spoke i n  me a sure d  wo rds of c omple te a s suranc e to 
the Ame ri can peo ple , as if th� knew m ore than they could te ll , as if 
they ha d an aff i davi t ,  a c ontrac t  guaran tee i ng tha t  the vi si t would be 
pea c e ful and profi table . 

One thing the Pent ag on an d the pol i ce di d insis t upon - the c ity 
of Wa shi ngton wa s c lo s e d  to vi si to r s  on the day the sauce rs we re t o  
land .  Wi thin the c i ty ,  however , there wa s c omple te f re edom o f  move ­
m e nt . It  moved in only one dire c t i on ,  however - toward the Na tional 
Airpor t , a l so c lo s e d  for :lying operat i ons for the day , and turne d 
i nt o  a gigant i c  s tadium . Only the very timid and the s ick fai le d  to . 
appe ar an d a t  home , they manne d the i r  te l ev i s i on s e t s  from dawn t o  
dusk . Ne arly 500 of the a irport ' s  730 a c re s  were swarming wi th the 
ror tunat e  who had spe c ial ti cke t s , an d the he ight s of e a ch si de of the 
P o t omac were bla ck wi th humani ty . 

To the gre at d e l i ght of the pe ople , the Pr e s i de nt arriv e d ,  wi th a 
c o te ri e  of s p e c i al gue s t s ,  surr ounded by Se cre t Servi c e men and s ol ­
d ie ry ,  but de termine d  i n  hi s we l c ome to  offer only the s trong right 
hand of pe a c e  and f e l l owshi p . He ha d play e d his a c e  c ar d  wi th the 
mil i tary by remind ing bhem that he wa s ,  after all , the Commander-in­
Chi e f , and wanted no di s pl·a y of armament . Conse quent ly , the a tmo s ­
phere wa s a lmo s t  c arni va l , and only the ke ene s t  obs e rver c ould no te 
the bulge s  on the hi ps  an d  che st s of the b ig Se cre t S ervi ce pre s iden­
t ial guar d s . 

Xeni an ' s  sauc er wa s the fir s t  to  arrive . It ma de a verti cal de s ­
c ent t o  the open sp ac e re s erve d in the center o f  th e f i eld . Above , 
one by one , e ight o ther s imi lar craft appear ed ,  hovering j ust wi thin 
s i ght of tho s e  on the ground , but awai ting the i r  s ignal t o  land . 

Wa tching them come , the Chi ef Exe cuti ve fe lt a s John Mader had 
• ;· f e l t  on Dead Hor s e  Po int . Thi s wa s hi s t ory a t  i ts gre a te s t  turning 

p oint . Hi s lips went mome ntar ily dry , but hi s mind was cle ar a s  he 
t e s te d  in fi na l rehe ar s a l  the platform for interplan e tary pea c e  he 
would so on l ay d own . Then he put hi s hand on small Margare t Mader ' s  
sh ould e r ,  looked at her mother on hi s left , at Gra c e  Hoope r on his 
right . The i r  fa c e s  were radi ant . The ir husband s beame d .  

A sma ll gangplank unfol de d  from the e dge of the s auc er and t wo 
s li ght f i gure s appe are d , fol lowed by the toweri ng Xeni sn . Down the 
g angplank they wal ked in d ign ifi ed fi l e  s tra ight toward the fla g­
drap e d  s tan d o c cupied by the Pre s id en t  and hi s pa rty . 

The crowd had been abs o lute ly s t i l l  whi le the sauc er land ed a nd  
the l i tt le pro c e s s i on form ed .  Now, a s  the d e le ga t i on appr oa ched, a 
ri pple of e xc i teme nt broke out agai n among tho s e  spe cta tor s  who were 
neare s t . 

" Thos e  sma ll one s - the t wo li t t le one s - they ar en ' t  Venus ians -
they ' re j us t  kid s ! Amer i c an kids 1 "  _ 

Ame ri can ki ds l The ri ppl e  wa s a wave now--many wave s s ur ging to 
the far the s e  r e a che s  o f  t he crowd--wave s that be c ame a thunderous 
che er a s  the signifi c an ce of the pre senc e o f  the Ameri can chi ldren on 
a flying sauc er from anothe r plan e t  came home to the pe ople . It wa s a 
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che e r  tha t dr owned fo r a l l  but the Pre s i dent and hi s c omp ani ons 29 
the c are ful l y  r ehe ar s e d  choru s by Herbi e and Mar t in : 

" Mr .  Pre s iden t ,  ma y we have the honor t o  pre s en t  our very g o o d  
fri en d , Mr .  Xeni an , Amba s s a d or of Venus 1 "  

·� * * 

Cha rle s E .  Planc k i s  a name ne w t o  the fi e ld of Ufo lo gy t o  s ome , 
but he should no t be . For he i s  the C ivi l A e r onaut i c s  Admini s tra t i on 
o�fi c e r  t o  whom Ma j .  Dona ld E .  Keyho e refer s so often i n  hi s honor e d  
b o ok s . 

La s t  year , Planc k  be c ame one of the un-nam e d  Spe c i al Advi s er s  t o  
the Na t i ona l Inve s ti g a t i on s  C omm i t te e o n  Ae r i a l  Phe nome na , o f  which 
Ma j or Keyhoe i s  Dir e c t or . Othe r impor tan t eng ine er s and s c i ent i s t s  
a re o n  the B oard o f  Spe c i al Advi s e r s , and s ome o f  t he i r  name s a l s o  
c anno t be us e d  be caus e of the i r  bu s i ne s s  o r  governme n t  c onne c ti on s . 

Howe ve r ,  UF O NEWSLETTER r e c e i ve d  Mr . Planc k ' s  expre s s  permi s s i on 
t o  p ri n t  the above unpubli s he d  fi c t i on pi e c e  whi ch he and hi s wife , 
Carolyn wro t e , qnd to reve a l  hi s i d ent i ty . Thi s wa s done s o  in an 
announc ement about thi s s t ory , pr inted in UF O  NEWSLETTER #10 , pub l i sh­
ed in N ovember of la st ye ar . A t  tha t  t ime , Planck wa s Chi ef of Cur ­
rent Info rm a t i on wi th CAA he adquar t e r s in Wa shing ton , D .  C .  Since 
then , he ha s be en reas s i gne d in a CAA poli cy re shuffl e t o  a ba s e  in 
A l a s ka . ' 

He m ay be re a che d by wri t i ng the Na t i onal Inve s ti ga t i on s  C ommi t t e e  
on A er i a l  Phe nom e na -- N ICA P--Ma j or Donal d E .  Keyhoe , Dire c t or , 1536 
C onne c t i c ut Avenue , N .  W . ,  Wa shing t on 6 ,  D .  c .  

He and Mr s .  Planck , who s t i l l  c la im the i r  home i n  Arl i ngton , Vir­
g i ni a , have c ol l abora t e d  on s e ve r a l  work s , but thi s i s  the f ir s t  of 
thi s type . As a s pe c i a l i s t  i n  pub l i c i ty and publ i c  r e l a t i ons , Planck 
i s  fami l i a r  wi th much of the pub l i s hing busi ne s s ,  an d ha s  had num er ous 
pi e c e s in pr int . 

In the art i c l e  above -- no t  i nt e nd e d  t o  be a suppo rt for var i ous 
pre s e nt c o ntac t c l a im s , t o  wh i ch he i s  una l te rably oppo s e d -- Planck ex­
pre s s e s  hi s fe e l ing tha t " thi s i s  an angle that ne e d s  c ove ring ; how we 
shoul d re c e i ve vi s i t or s . I ha te t o  think of i t  be i ng l e f t  t o  po l i ti c ­
i an s  and m i l i tary me n . " 
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